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I am truly delighted to have you all on board for the Certificate Course on the Rohingya
Crisis. It is my great pleasure to inform you that this is for the first time a course on the

Rohingya crisis has been organized in Bangladesh.
 

The course aims to offer knowledge on the dynamics of the national, bilateral, regional,
and global politics and policies including economic, security, accountability and justice

issues related to the Rohingya crisis. Center for Peace Studies (CPS) of North South
University takes pride in being the host of the course in partnership with the Human

Rights Practice Program at the University of Arizona.
 

I am honored that the resource persons in this course have shown their generosity to
share their knowledge and experience despite their busy schedule and time zone

differences. At the same time, I am thankful to the participants who have joined from the
USA, Canada, China, Germany, Norway, India, New Zealand, and Bangladesh. Clearly,

it demonstrates their interest and enthusiasm in the Rohingya crisis.
 

The organization and coordination of this 12-week course has been a wonderful
experience for me. As I have contacted the resource persons and the participants over the

past few months, I learned the truth that we are so closely connected with each other,
which often goes unnoticed. We all stand on the side of justice, rights, and peace when it

comes to the Rohingya issue. That is perhaps one of the important reasons for us to be
part of this course in different capacities from different regions of the world.

 
I am confident that participants in this course will learn and relearn diverse aspects of the

Rohingya crisis, which will help to advance their career in the areas of forced
displacement, migration, and refugees. Most importantly, it will facilitate them to be
more sensible and responsible towards the Rohingya who are vulnerable yet resilient,

rightless yet are able to struggle to achieve their rights, and stateless yet remind us of our
responsibilities to end their statelessness.

 
My sincere thanks to the entire CPS team including our partner - the Human Rights
Practice Program at the University of Arizona - to organize this course successfully.

I wish you all continued wellness and peace.

Message from the Course Coordinator
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Dr. Ishrat Zakia Sultana, Course Coordinator & CPS Coordinator, North South University



I am thrilled by how the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis has come together.
The resource persons and moderators bring a range of viewpoints and a wealth of

experience working in this context. Our diverse group of participants from eight different
countries have fascinating backgrounds and will bring their own expertise to our

discussions. It is heartening to see that interest in the plight of the Rohingya remains
strong despite COVID and many other current global issues. 

 
With more than one million Rohingya now in the Cox’s Bazar District of Bangladesh,

the situation is multifaceted and complex. Our discussions will take place during a time
of turmoil, especially with the recent spike in COVID cases and the post-coup chaos in
Myanmar. In addition, the Rohingya situation intersects with contentious geopolitical
and macro-economic issues involving a range of global actors. We will consider these

issues in some detail learning from on-the-ground stakeholders with years of experience. 
 

We should remember though that despite their long-term persecution and their difficult
conditions, the Rohingya have persevered by developing numerous coping strategies.

Even their migration to Bangladesh and other countries can be viewed as exercising their
agency. We must continue to learn from the Rohingya themselves. 

 
It has been a great honor to work alongside my colleagues from the Center for Peace

Studies at North South University. In addition to working tirelessly to bring us all
together, they are renowned experts on the Rohingya crisis. My heartfelt thanks for all

that they have done to make this Certificate Course a success. 
 

My hope is that this course will lead to long-term collaborations between and among the
resource persons and participants to address the Rohingya crisis. I look forward to

working with you in the coming weeks to learn more about this complex issue. 
 

In Solidarity, 
 

Bill Simmons 
 

Message from the Partner University

2

Dr. William Simmons, Director, Human Rights Practice Program, University of Arizona



Forcibly displaced people and refugees have perhaps received much attention in the
academic as well as political field in the last two decades nationally and globally.
From Syria to Afghanistan or from South Sudan to Myanmar – there are 26 million
refugees among the 79.5 million forcibly displaced people around the world, which
includes millions of stateless people (UNHCR, June 2020). While it is not possible to
resolve the crisis of the forcibly displaced people overnight, surely raising awareness
and gaining knowledge on this issue are necessary for people who care about the
forcibly displaced people, refugees, and stateless people. 
 
After having successfully completed a 10-week certificate course on
Humanitarianism, Policy, and Diplomacy in early 2021, the Center for Peace Studies
(CPS) aims to organize a certificate course on the crisis of forcibly displaced people.
CPS, a platform that promotes peace through people, understands and helps others to
develop their understanding of issues related to peacebuilding. Therefore, CPS
engages with state and non-state actors, as well as regional and global stakeholders
for the promotion of peace. 

Considering the increasing number of forcibly displaced people in Southeast Asia,
some of the unavoidable issues are the failure of the implementation of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) to assure everyone’s human rights, which is
stated in Article 13, “Everyone has the right of freedom of movement and residence
within the borders of each state”. Moreover, as stated in the second clause,
“Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his
country”. Another pertinent issue is how the legal, moral, and political philosophies
are viewed nationally, bilaterally, regionally, and globally regarding the forced
displacement issue in Southeast Asia, particularly the Rohingya issue, which has
become a visible example of human rights violations. The certificate course,
organized by CPS in partnership with the University of Arizona, on the Rohingya
crisis seeks to address these issues. 

While Bangladesh has been generously hosting Myanmar’s Rohingya community
over the last four decades, the gravity and complexity of the Rohingya situation has
escalated since 2016-2017 with the arrival of more Rohingya due to ethnic cleansing
and genocide against them in Myanmar. This event has turned Bangladesh into the
highest Rohingya receiving country in the world. Hosting roughly 880,000 Rohingya
in Cox’s Bazar as of February, 2021 (UN News, March 2021) has been a challenge
for Bangladesh – a country with a large population and limited resources. Yet, the
Rohingya in Bangladesh, except for a very few, have not been recognized as
“refugees”. They are rather referred to as FDMN (Forcefully Displaced Myanmar’s
Nationals). This government decision is linked to internal and global policies as well
as legal frameworks.

Concept Note of the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis
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It is important to note that neither Bangladesh nor Myanmar are signatories to the
1951 Convention nor the 1967 Protocol related to the status of refugees. While such
a non-signatory status creates the ground for both countries to deny their
responsibilities concerning admission and protection of refugees; it is based on an
outdated “post-war European political philosophy” (The Daily Observer, August 25,
2002). The fact is the country receiving one of the world’s largest number of forcibly
displaced people is not located in Europe. Moreover, on the one hand, people require
evidence to prove individual persecution against them, and on the other, the
admitting countries follow a complicated administrative process to examine and
verify the persecuted ones (Benhabib, 2020). However, under the current
circumstances “in what sense then are these categories adequate to deal with the
rights of the most vulnerable” (Benhabib, 2020, p. 84)?

Apart from the complicacy in and/or the absence of legal frameworks, the historical,
geographical, and political aspects also play a significant role in Rohingya
persecution in Myanmar as well as creates uncertainty about the Rohingya
repatriation to Myanmar. Historically, the Rohingya are descendants of the Arab and
Persian traders that included Indian and Bengali migrants who settled in the Arakan
region between the ninth and fifteenth centuries (Ahmed, 2009; Ullah, 2011; Kipgen,
2013), a fact which has been constantly denied by the Myanmar government.
Geographically, among five neighbor states, such as Bangladesh, Thailand, India,
China, and Laos, Myanmar shares the longest border with China (2,129 km) and the
second shortest border with Bangladesh (271 km) affecting the political relations
with Myanmar’s neighbors. “Refugee problems are in fact intensely political”
(Malkki, 1995, p. 504), and Rohingya people “have become pawns in the game of
colonial and post-colonial politics and are stateless because of a history over which
they had little control” (Pittaway, 2008, p. 86). 

Against this backdrop, CPS, for the first time in Bangladesh, is going to organize a
12-week course in partnership with the University of Arizona to look at the dynamics
of the national, bilateral, regional, and global politics and policies including
economic and security issues related to the Rohingya crisis. It will also examine the
history and culture of the Rohingya, their identity construction amid their
statelessness, as well as the legal, moral, and ethical dimensions of issues such as
peacebuilding and social cohesion, etc. It will also include issues such as
accountability and justice, policy options, the role of the diaspora, involvement of
international agencies and the UN. The course will offer a practical component that
includes visiting the Rohingya camps in Cox’s Bazar.  
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Specific Objectives 
Developing a better understanding of the Rohingya crisis
Gaining knowledge on the context, and geopolitics of the Rohingya crisis
Critically analyzing the national, bilateral, regional, and global politics and
policies related to the Rohingya crisis

Expected Outcome of the Course

Better understand the complex nature and impacts of the Rohingya crisis.
Develop critical perspectives on geopolitics and policies related to the Rohingya
crisis.
Evaluate critically the actions undertaken by different stakeholders – nationally
and globally – to resolve the crisis. 
Examine possible alternatives for a solution to this crisis.

In this course, participants will acquire knowledge about the Rohingya issue from
academics, researchers, and practitioners. This knowledge will help them to analyze
how issues related to politics and policies are embedded in the Rohingya crisis. They
will also improve their understanding about how the Rohingya crisis is not simply a
humanitarian crisis, rather a problem rooted deeply in history, politics and power. By
the end of the course, participants will be able to:

Target Audience
Professionals (NGO and government officials, journalists, academicians,
diplomats, etc.) 
Students who wish to gain knowledge on the Rohingya issue 
People seeking a career in the area of migration and forced displacement

Approach / Structure
Interactive discussions, Questions and Answer
Field visit/ Applied learning
In-class exercise 

Chatham House Rule will be followed in this course.
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Course Duration: 
12 weeks (Sessions will be held on Saturdays from 
10am – 1.30am BST with a 30-minute break in between) 

Evaluation:
Certificate will be awarded based on participants’ active participation, regular
attendance, and performance. 
Performance will be evaluated out of 50 and evaluation will follow the following
standard:
 Participation: 20
 Attendance (all classes): 12
 Assignment and reflection papers: 18

Field Visit:
Tentative field visit date is third week of August, 2021. There will be options for the
participants to join the field visit at the Rohingya camp. Participants not joining the
field visit will write an alternative assignment and those who will join the field visit
will prepare a field visit report. Details for the outlines of both the assignment and
the report will be provided by the course coordinator. 

Expected Number of Participants: 40

Schedule: June 19 to September 4, 2021
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Course Content at a Glance

Session 1 - History, Language, and Identity

Session 2 - The Current Situation in Myanmar in the 
 Context of the Rohingya Crisis  

Session 3 - Geopolitics of Regional and Global Powers

Session 4 - Impacts and Consequences of the Rohingya 
 Exodus to Bangladesh

Session 5 - Role of Media in Rohingya Crisis

Session 6 - Role and Significance of Rohingya  Diaspora,
UN, and Other International  Communities

Session 7 - Governance and Management of Rohingya  in
Bangladesh

Session 8 - Social Cohesion and Peacebuilding between 
 Host and Rohingya Community

Session 9 - Accountability and Justice for the Rohingya

Session 10 - Field Visit 

Session 11 - Policy Options for Resolution of the Rohingya  
Crisis

Session 12 - Course Evaluation, Assessment, Feedback, and  
Closing Ceremony 
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Session Plan

Day 1June 19
History, Language, and Identity

Overview of the Rohingya

Rohingya identity in Rohingya voice

History, language, and Identity of the  Rohingya Amb Sufiur Rahman, Former
ambassador to  Myanmar 

Moderator: Dr. Katherine Li, NSU 

CPS
 

Resource Persons:

Session Topics

Day 2June 26
The current situation in Myanmar in the  context
of the Rohingya crisis

Post-coup situation in Myanmar

Perception and engagement of the Rohingya:
Academician’s perspectives

Violence, protest, accountability in Myanmar
relating to the Rohingya: Evidence based reports 

Rohingya diaspora

Ms. Debbie Stothard, Ms. Debbie
Stothard 

Dr. Mahbubul Haque, Faculty of
UNISZA,  Malaysia

Mr. John Quinley III, Senior
Human Rights Specialist, Fortify
Rights 

Mr. Shamsul Anwar (U Kyaw Min),
Former  MP in 1990’s election in
Myanmar
Ms. Sharifah Shakira, Founder,
Rohingya Women’s Development
Network, Texas
Ms. Zaitun Pwin, Graduate
student, York University, Canada

Moderator: Amb Shahidul Haque,
NSU 

Resource Persons: 
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Session Plan
Schedule for Certificate Course on Humanitarianism, Policy, and Diplomacy

Geopolitics of Regional and Global Powers 

Regional and global Powers: From Academician’s
perspectives 

Geopolitics, global power and security:
Consequences on the Rohingya crisis

Interventions and geopolitics of the regional forums

Dr. Kawser Ahmed, CRRIC,
Canada

Dr. Sakhawat Hossain, NSU

Amb Shahidul Haque, NSU

Moderator: Prof Imtiaz Ahmed, The 
 University of Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Resource Persons: 

Day 4July 10
Impacts and Consequences of the Rohingya 
 Exodus to Bangladesh
(Gender, Health, Education, Economy, 
 Environment)

Mr. Mohammad Abul Kalam ndc,
former RRRC
Dr. Helal Mohiuddin, NSU
Mr. Sudipto Mukerjee, Resident
Representative, UNDP Bangladesh
Mr. Manuel Marques Pereira,
Deputy Chief of Mission at IOM
(*TBC)
Professor Amena Mohsin,
University of Dhaka
Ms. Tata Zafar, NSU

Moderator: Dr. SK Tawfique M
Haque, Professor, NSU

Resource Persons: 

Session Topics

Day 5July 17
July 17 Role of Media in Rohingya Crisis

Overview of role of the media in Rohingya  crisis
 
Portrayal of the Rohingya in global media

Rohingya in the national media

Dr. Harisur Rahman, NSU

Mr. Sam Jahan, Agence France-
Presse (AFP)

Mr. Raheed Ejaz, Prothom Alo,
Bangladesh

Moderator: Dr. Ishrat Zakia Sultana,
NSU 

Resource Persons: 
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Session Plan
Schedule for Certificate Course on Humanitarianism, Policy, and Diplomacy

Day 6July 24

Role and Significance of Rohingya  Diaspora, UN,
and Other International  communities

Role of international communities

Rohingya diaspora: Initiatives and challenges

Role of various international organizations

Ambassador Bob Rae, Permanent
Representative of Canada to the
United  Nations, and Canada’s
Special Envoy to  Myanmar in
2017 

Mr. Nurul Islam, Rohingya
political activist,  UK
Ms. Zainab Arkani, Founder,
Rohingya language school,
Canada

Amb Shahidul Haque, NSU

Moderator: Amb Shahidul Haque,
NSU 

Resource Persons: 

Session Topics

Day 7July 31

Governance and Management of Rohingya  in
Bangladesh

Overall governance structure

Camp coordination and management 

Amb Shahidul Haque, NSU

Mr. Shah Rezwan Hayat, RRRC
Ms. Nicole Epting, ISCG (*TBC)

Moderator: Dr. Ishrat Zakia Sultana,
NSU 

Resource Persons: 
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Session Plan

Day 8August 7

Social Cohesion and Peacebuilding between  Host
and Rohingya Community

  

Prospects and challenges of social cohesion
  
Conflict Management between Rohingya and  Host
community 

Social cohesion through arts

Dr. Bulbul Siddiqi, NSU 

Dr. M Jashim Uddin, NSU

Dr. Max Frieder, Artolution

Moderator: Professor William
Simmons, The University of Arizona,
USA and Dr. Ishrat  Zakia Sultana,
NSU

Resource Persons: 

 

Session Topics

Day 9August 14

Accountability and Justice for the Rohingya
 

Status of accountability and justice situation in 
 Myanmar

Justice for the Rohingya: Responsibility to Protect
 

Development in ICC

In-class exercise

Amb Shahidul Haque, NSU

Mr. Anwar Shah Arkani, Rohingya
Community Leader

Amb Riaz Hamidullah, The
Netherlands

Amb Shahidul Haque, NSU

Moderator: Professor William
Simmons, The  University of Arizona,
USA

Resource Persons: 
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Session Plan

Day 10August 21

Day 11September 4

Policy Options for Resolution of the Rohingya 
 Crisis

Amb Shahidul Haque, NSU 
Mr. Delwar Hossain, Director
General (Myanmar Cell), Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh 
Dr. Mohshin Habib, Professor,
Western Sydney University,
Australia and Adjunct Professor
at Laurentian University, Canada. 
Dr. Md. Rizwanul Islam, NSU
Ms. Farah Kabir, ActionAid
Bangladesh
Mr. Johannes Van Der Klaauw,
UNHCR

Moderator: Barrister Manzoor
Hasan, Executive Director, Centre for
Peace and Justice, BRAC University

Resource Persons: 

Field Visit - 3 Days

Session Topics

Day 12September 11

Course Evaluation, Assessment, Feedback, and 
 Closing Ceremony
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Resource Persons

Mr. Rae received his B.A. Honors in Modern History from the University of Toronto,
an M.Phil in Politics as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University, and graduated from the 
 Faculty of Law at the University of Toronto in 1977. Mr. Rae’s return to Parliament for
the constituency of Toronto Centre in 2008 led to his appointment as Foreign Affairs
spokesman for his party, and to his election as interim Leader in 2011. Between 2013
and 2020 he taught law and public policy at the University of Toronto and was a partner
and senior counsel to the law firm OKT LLP, specializing in indigenous law and
constitutional issues.

In 1997, Mr. Rae became a founding board member of the Forum of Federations. He
went on to serve as Chairman and President of the Forum and advised many
governments and groups on issues of constitutional change, the rule of law, federalism
and devolution. He served as the Chief Negotiator for the 9 First Nations that are
members of the Matawa Tribal Council in Northern Ontario between 2013 and 2018. In
October 2017, Mr. Rae was appointed as Canada’s Special Envoy to Myanmar. In this
role, he engaged in diplomatic efforts to address the crisis in the country’s Rakhine
State and wrote the report “Tell Them We’re Human” in 2018.

In March 2020, he was named by Prime Minister Trudeau to be Canada’s Special Envoy
on Humanitarian and Refugee Issues. This led to his report “A Global Pandemic
Requires a Global Response”, which was made public shortly before his appointment as
Ambassador to the UN. Bob Rae is a Privy Councillor, a Companion of the Order of
Canada, a member of the Order of Ontario, and has numerous awards and honorary
degrees from institutions in Canada and around the world. In addition to several
government reports, he is the author of five books. 

Mr. Bob Rae is the Ambassador and Permanent Representative
of Canada to the United Nations in New York. Mr. Rae served as
Premier of Ontario from 1990-1995 and interim Leader of the
Liberal Party of Canada from 2011-2013. He was elected to
federal and provincial parliaments 11 times between 1978 and
2013. 

Ambassador Bob Rae
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Resource Persons

South Asian regional cooperation (2005-11), including a three and half year stint at
SAARC Secretariat (Kathmandu) as a Director where he dealt, inter alia, with regional
agriculture and rural development, transport connectivity, SAARC Development Fund,
development of regional projects, development/re-organization of SAARC institutions
and processes. 

He served as Director-General for Europe and EU Affairs (2012) in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (Bangladesh), and later as the Director-General (Multilateral Economic
Affairs) (2013-16). He served as Bangladesh High Commissioner to Sri Lanka (August
2016 - July 2020). Since July 2020, he is serving as Bangladesh Ambassador to the
Netherlands as also concurrently accredited to Croatia and Bosnia & Herzegovina. He
also serves as the Permanent Representative to the ICJ, ICC and the OPCW based in the
Hague. He holds interest, inter alia, in development, climate change, water, technology,
global business, and work issues. 

M. Riaz Hamidullah did graduation and postgraduation in
Economics from India and Bangladesh, respectively. He joined
the Bangladesh Foreign Service in 1995 and served a good part of
his career in multilateral economic diplomacy. In his assignments
abroad, he served at the Bangladesh Permanent Mission to UN
(New York) (1999-2003), in New Delhi (2003-05). He worked on

Ambassador Riaz Hamidullah
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Ambassador Shahidul Haque is a Professorial Fellow at the
North South University, Bangladesh (2020-current). He is also a
Senior Advisor on migration and humanitarian policy of IOM,
Dhaka. He was the Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh from
January 2013 to December 2019. Mr. Haque also served as the
Director for Migration Policy and Global Relation Division of 

Ambassador Shahidul Haque

IOM based in Geneva from 2009 to 2012 and Regional Director of IOM based in Dhaka
and Cairo from 2001 to 2009. He received the IOM Director General’s Award in 2005
for his contribution to IOM’s global activities. He also led the Chairmanship of the
Platform on Disaster Displacement from 2015 to 2016. Mr. Haque has also been
extensively engaged in negotiations associated with the Rohingya crisis. He led
Bangladesh side of the Bangladesh-Myanmar Joint Working Group on the Repatriation
of displaced Myanmar nationals from Bangladesh and also chaired Bangladesh National
Task Force on Undocumented Myanmar Nationals from 2013 to 2019. He is serving as
an Independent Expert to the Committee on the Rights of All Migrant Workers and their
Families since 2012. 
He pursued his graduate studies in International Relations and Diplomacy from Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, USA (1988). He obtained his
Master’s degree in Social Welfare from Dhaka University, Bangladesh. Recently, he has
coauthored a book titled “Migration Myth in Policy and Practice” (Springer, 2020). Mr.
Haque was awarded Honorable Mention for the Robert B. Steward Prize for high
academic achievement at Fletcher. He was also awarded Dhaka University Chancellor’s
Award, The Grant’s Commission Award and Chancellor’s Gold Medal from Dhaka
University for his outstanding academic accomplishments.

Resource Persons
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Resource Persons

Ambassador Mohammad Sufiur Rahman is currently serving as
the Bangladesh High Commissioner to the Commonwealth of
Australia, New Zealand & Fiji. He Joined Bangladesh Foreign
Service in 1988. He completed his B.Sc (Civil Engineering)
degree from Bangladesh University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET), Dhaka and later did MBA from the 

Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University.

In his assignments abroad, he served at the Second/First Secretary, Bangladesh High
Commission, New Delhi (1995-99), and the First Secretary/Counsellor, Bangladesh
Permanent Mission to UN Offices in Geneva (1999-2002). He was also the Director,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2002-2004) and the Director, SAARC Secretariat (2004-
2008, on deputation). He then served as the Deputy High Commissioner (Minister),
Bangladesh High Commission, Islamabad (2008-2009), the Director General (SAARC),
the Director General (Economic Affairs), Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Feb 2010-Sep
2012), the Bangladesh High Commissioner to Sri Lanka (27.09.2012 – 08.08.2014). He
was also the Bangladesh Ambassador to the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
(16.08.2014 – 27.01.2018) during the Rohingya exodus in 2017. And Since 2 February
2018, he is now serving as the Bangladesh High Commissioner to Australia, New
Zealand, Fiji, Vanuatu, Samoa, Tuvalu, and the Solomon Islands.

His assignments and specific tasks in recent times include SAARC Summits in Dhaka,
New Delhi, and Thimphu, BIMSTEC Ministerial meetings, Colombo Process
Ministerial meeting in 2011, UN-LDC-IV Conference 2011, Autism Conference 2011,
Climate Vulnerable Forum 2011, World Marketing Summit 2012, UNCTAD XIII,
Rio+20 Conference, and Global Forum for Migration and Development (GFMD). He
also attended several UNGA sessions, Conferences/meetings of the World Health
Organization, ILO, United Nations Compensation Commission, WIPO, IOM,
Conference on Disarmament, UNFCCC, and Asia Dialogue on Forced Migration
(ADFM) etc.

Ambassador Mohammad Sufiur Rahman
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Dr. Muhammad Sakhawat Hussain, born February 1, 1948, in
Barisal, Bangladesh, was commissioned in the Army in 1966 till
his retirement in 1995 from Bangladesh Army. While serving the
Army, he graduated from Defence and Staff College,
Bangladesh and Command and General Staff College, USA

He completed National Defense College, Pakistan and obtained a Master’s degree from
Quaid-i-Azam University (QAU) in Pakistan, he did his MPhil at National University,
Bangladesh and Ph.D. from Bangladesh University of Professionals. Since his
retirement, he remained connected with civil society, in column writing at home and
abroad. He was appointed an Election Commissioner of Bangladesh in 2007 and
successfully conducted national and local elections during his tenure of 5 years. He was
part of the team to introduce the National Identity Card and Photo Voter list. He is a
regular commentator in TV and Radio both at home and abroad and has authored over
32 books on multiple subjects and over 300 articles. He is married with two sons and his
spouse is a child specialist. Currently, he is a Senior Fellow at the South Asian Institute
of Policy and Governance (SIPG), NSU. 

Dr. Muhammad Sakhawat Hussain

Manuel Marques Pereira is the Deputy Chief of Mission at IOM
- UN Migration, Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. He studied
environmental engineering. His expertise focuses on
displacement management, shelter, community engagement,
communication and how all should inform and enable a new
approach to DRR. In the past, he worked as National CCCM 

Cluster Co-Coordinator for Iraq, Program Manager - CCCM Regional Capacity
Building and Emergency Operations in Mozambique, Deputy Shelter Program Manager
for the Phillipines. Other countries he worked in are Pakistan, East Timur, and Portugal.
He studied at Oxford Brookes University in the UK and Universidade Lusófona de
Humanidades e Tecnologia in Portugal. His areas of interest are humanitarian
coordination, humanitarian logistics and procurement, camp management, humanitarian
information dissemination and photography. 

Dr. Manuel Marques Pereira

Resource Persons
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Resource Persons

Some of his key experiences and competencies include; editorial/journal management,
Publications including refereed journals articles, book and book chapters, Ph.D., and
Master thesis supervision of students at North South University, BRAC University,
National Defense College of Bangladesh and Tribhuvan University, Nepal.

Professor Haque has also a long experience of project development and management
work with UNDP, World Bank, DFID, JICA, CIDA, NORAD and various government
and non-government agencies in Bangladesh in the fields of urban/local governance,
institutional development and capacity building, monitoring and evaluation of
development programs, primary and higher education and civil service capacity building
and reform. He is an expert at extensive fieldwork/commissioned research activities
including participatory/rapid appraisals/learning on local governance and institutional
capacity building.

He holds a Post Doc. in Public Administration from the University of Bergen, Norway.
He earned his Ph.D. in Public Administration from the University of Dhaka,
Bangladesh. Before that, he did an MPhil in Public Administration from the University
of Bergen, Norway. He completed his BSS and MSS in Public Administration from the
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh.

His recent publications are the following edited books: (2021) Policy Response, Local
Service Delivery, and Governance in Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka, Palgrave
Macmillan, (2020) The Rohingya Crisis: A Morale, Ethnographic and Policy
Assessment, Routledge, (2019) The Civil Service System of Bangladesh, in Jamil,
Dhakal, and Paudel, (Eds.), Civil Service Management and Administrative Systems in
South Asia, Palgrave Macmillan, (2019) Democratic Participation in Bangladesh: Does
It Vary Across Ethnicity, Religion and Gender, in Sekher, Carciumaru,(Eds.), Including
the Excluded in South Asia, Springer.

Professor Sk. Tawfique M. Haque is the Chair, Department of
Political Science and Sociology and Director, Center for Peace
Studies (CPS) and South Asian Institute of Policy and
Governance (SIPG) at North South University, Bangladesh. He
has been teaching for more than 12 years in Bangladesh,
Norway, and Nepal in the field of Social Sciences. 

Professor Sk. Tawfique M. Haque
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Resource Persons

His books include Joyful Human Rights (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2019),
Human Rights Law and the Marginalized Other (Cambridge UP, 2011), and Binational
Human Rights: The U.S.-Mexico Experience (Penn 2014). He has conducted
ethnographic research on sexual violence against migrant women and children and
published articles and a book chapter on the feminicides in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico. His
articles have appeared in such journals as Perspectives on Politics, DuBois Review,
Journal of Human Rights, International Journal of Feminist Politics, International
Migration Review, Violence Against Women, Yale Human Rights & Development Law
Journal, The Journal of International Human Rights, Social Science Quarterly, and
Philosophy and Social Criticism. He has more than 25 years of experience as a human
rights educator and researcher, including serving as a consultant using qualitative and
quantitative methods in a wide range of contexts: in The Gambia, Senegal, Niger,
Ghana, Nigeria, Mozambique, Bangladesh, China, Mexico, and the United States. 

Dr. William Paul Simmons is Professor of Gender & Women's
Studies and Director of the Human Rights Practice Program at
the University of Arizona. His research is highly
interdisciplinary and draws upon many different methodologies,
using theoretical, legal, qualitative, and quantitative approaches
to advance human rights for marginalized populations.

Dr. William Paul Simmons

Transparency International Bangladesh (1996 to 2003). Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
awarded the Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire to Mr. Hasan in
2003 for his promotion of transparency in Bangladesh. He was called to the English Bar
in 1985 and practised as a Barrister in England and Bangladesh. Currently, he is actively
involved with a number of non-profit organizations.

Mr. Manzoor Hasan is the Executive Director of the Centre for
Peace and Justice of Brac University. He was instrumental in
establishing BIGD (former Institute of Governance Studies) in
2005. Previously he was the Deputy Executive Director, BRAC,
Regional Director (Asia-Pacific) of Transparency International,
Berlin, Germany and the founding Executive Director of 

Mr. Manzoor Hasan OBE
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Mr. Sudipto Mukerjee is an Architect & Town Planner with
more than two decades of experience in international
development. He is a joint recipient of the International Society
of City and Regional Planners (ISoCaRP, Netherlands) and
IKEA Foundation sponsored International Urban Ecology
Award. Sudipto has previously worked with the Government of 

India (1992-1997), UK Department for International Development (1998 - March 2005
as Infrastructure and Urban Advisor) and UN-Habitat (2005-2009, Head of Country
Office). He joined UNDP in September 2009 in the Iraq Country Office and has since
worked as Country Director in Sierra Leone (August 2013- October 2016) & UNDP
Bangladesh (October 2016–November 2018). He assumed the responsibility of the
Resident Representative, UNDP Bangladesh from December 2018. Sudipto comes with
diverse crisis management experience having worked in Iraq (Conflict), Sierra Leone
(Ebola Pandemic) and Bangladesh (Rohingya Refugee and COVID-19 Crisis
Response). Sudipto is also affiliated with the UN Staff System College as an Expert on
Strategic Planning.

Mr. Sudipto Mukerjee

Resource Persons

Dr. Helal Mohiuddin, Professor at the Department of Political
Science and Sociology (PSS) at the North South University
(NSU) is a social scientist with nearly three decades of
experience conducting qualitative research on diverse areas of
livelihood development and human resilience. He teamed up in
many commissioned research for UNDP, UNICEF, ActionAid,

NGO Forum, CARE, Concern Worldwide and other NGOs. An academician by
profession he taught sociology, anthropology, development studies, regional planning
and gender studies courses at the University of Chittagong, University of Dhaka, and
ASA University in Bangladesh, and the University of Manitoba, University of Winnipeg
and Menno Simons College of the Canadian Mennonite University. Dr. Mohiuddin also
served in government positions in the Province of Manitoba in Canada.

Dr. Helal Mohiuddin 
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Dr. Amena Mohsin teaches in the Department of International
Relations, University of Dhaka. She graduated from the same
department and later received her MA and Ph.D. degrees from
the University of Hawaii, USA and Cambridge University, UK.
Amena has received several national and international
fellowships, which include the East-West Center Graduate

Fellowship, CIDA International Fellowship, Commonwealth Staff Fellowship, SSRC
Fellowship and Freedom Foundation Fellowship. She writes on rights, gender and
minority, State, Democracy, Civil-Military relations, borders and human security issues.
She is the author of “The Politics of Nationalism: The Case of Chittagong Hill Tracts,
Bangladesh” (UPL, 1997), “The Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh: On The Difficult
Road To Peace” (Lynn Rienner Publishers, 2002), “Ethnic Minorities of Bangladesh:
Some Reflections the Saontals and Rakhaines” (Programme for Research on Poverty
Alleviation, 2002), “Women and Militancy: South Asian Complexities”, edited (with
Imtiaz Ahmed), (Dhaka, University Press Limited. 2011), Conflict and Partition, CHT,
Bangladesh, (with Delwar Hossain) SAGE, (2015), Of the Nation Born, edited with
Hameeda Hossain, Zubaan (Delhi, 2016).

Dr. Amena Mohsin

Mr. Delwar Hossain is presently working as Director General of
Myanmar Wing in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Government of Bangladesh. He has graduated in Mechanical
Engineering from Khulna University of Engineering and
Technology. Subsequently, he obtained an MBA degree from the
Institute of Business Administration of the University of Dhaka.

He got a diploma in International Relations from the International Institute of
Administration in Paris. He attended a number of professional courses at home and
abroad. Mr. Hossain previously served in different capacities in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Bangladesh embassies in France, Libya, Bhutan, and China. Mr. Hossain
has been dealing with matters relating to Bangladesh’s bilateral relationship with
Myanmar including the Rohingya issue since June 2018.

Mr. Delwar Hossain
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He has published several book chapters and scholarly articles on peace and conflict
resolution, inter-state relations, and refugee issues in peer-reviewed journals including,
Sage Journal. He served as a Senior Research Fellow for nine years at the Bangladesh
Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), affiliated to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh Government. His research interests include refugee studies,
governance issues, conflict management, peacekeeping, human security, inter-state
relations, Japan-SAARC, and China-South Asia relations. He was actively involved in a
project on Human Security in Bangladesh at BIISS funded by DFID. Currently, Dr.
Uddin is conducting different research projects including, a joint research project on
Rohingya Voice funded by the Canadian High Commission in Dhaka.

Dr. M. Jashim Uddin is an Associate Professor of Political
Science and Sociology at North South University (NSU). He was
the Founding Coordinator of the Center for Peace Studies (CPS)
at NSU. Dr. Uddin received his Ph.D. in International Public
Policy from Osaka University, Osaka in 2005 and received the
best award (Daihyo) for his Ph.D. Dissertation.

Dr. M. Jashim Uddin

Dr. Siddiqi is an Associate Professor in Anthropology and
Sociology at the Department of Political Science and Sociology
at North South University (NSU). He is also serving as the
Director of the Confucius Institute at NSU. Dr. Siddiqi has
completed PhD in Anthropology of Religion from Cardiff
University and an M.A. in Global Citizenship, Identities and 

Human Rights from the University of Nottingham, UK. His recent book, ‘Becoming
Good Muslim: The Tablighi Jamaat in the UK and Bangladesh,’ was published by
Springer Nature. His current research focuses on the perception of the host community
on the Rohingyas, social cohesion between the host and Rohingyas, poverty narratives
of the urban poor during COVID-19 in Bangladesh. Dr. Siddiqi is co-editing two books
on the Rohingya crisis to be published by Routledge and Prothoma in 2021. His areas of
interest are the Rohingya Crisis, Poverty and Development Discourse, Piety Movement,
Understanding Radicalisation, Cultural Understanding of Health.

Dr. Bulbul Siddiqi
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Studies (NESA) in National Defence University (NDC), Washington DC. Dr. Ahmed
graduated in Peace and Conflict Studies (MPhil, University of Dhaka & Ph.D.,
University of Manitoba. Dr. Ahmed is a research fellow with the Center for Defence
and Security Studies (CDSS) and a junior research affiliate with the Canadian Network
for Research on Terrorism, Security, and Safety (TSAS). He was an associate with the
Canadian Practitioners Network for Prevention of Radicalization and Extremist
Violence (CPNPREV). He leads a Winnipeg based not-for-profit organization named
Conflict and Resilience Research Institute, Canada (CRRIC). His research interests are
social conflict and peace-building, genocide, alt-righ, neo-nazie movement, counter
radicalism and violent extremism, and UN peacekeeping operations. He lives with his
wife, two children, and two cats in Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Dr. Kawser Ahmed is an adjunct professor of Political Science at
the University of Winnipeg. He completed his SSHRC
postdoctoral fellowship at the same university in 2020. He was
an exchange officer with the Turkish Armed Forces, an observer
to the United Nations Missions in Western Sahara (MINURSO),
and an alumnus at the Near East South Asia Center for Strategic 

Dr. Kawser Ahmed

her Master’s in International Educational Development, Teachers College, Columbia
University, New York. Dr. Li pursued her Ph.D. in Educational Foundations, College of
Education at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, Honolulu, where she also has earned a
Graduate Certificate in Conflict Resolution. Dr. Li is a mediator, facilitator, and co-
author of the article titled “Towards contextual experimentation: Creating a Faculty
Learning Community to Cultivate Writing-to-Learn Practices”. She is a reviewer of
several books. Dr. Li most recently earned an Executive Certificate in Leadership
Coaching from Georgetown University. Her major areas of interest include - Peace
Education and Global Citizenship Education.

Dr. Katherine Li, an Assistant Professor in the Department of
English and Modern Languages (DEML) and the Director of the
Office of External Affairs (OEA) at North South University
(NSU). She is also the Advisor of the Center for Peace Studies
(CPS) at NSU. She did 

Dr. Katherine Li
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She has led new initiatives such as women-led emergency and humanitarian response;
the first ever Water Museum in South Asia located in Kuakata, and Happy Home, a safe
home for 150 girls. She has been the Chair of the Global Board of the Global Network
of Disaster Risk Reduction (GNDR) since 2015. She was elected as a Board Member of
Climate Action Network South Asia (CANSA) in 2019. She is a member of the
Advisory Committee of Bangladesh’s NDA to the Green Climate Fund (GCF). She also
led ActionAid to win the UN Sasakawa Award for disaster risk reduction and the
Momentum for Change 2013 Lighthouse Activity on Climate Change Adaptation and
Disaster Risk Resilience in Bangladesh. Ms. Kabir commenced her career with the
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS). She has vast
research experience with a host of publications especially on Women in Politics to her
credit. For her significant contribution to the women’s rights movement of Bangladesh,
Farah Kabir won the prestigious "Nawab Ali Chowdhury National Award 2012”. She is
the co-editor of two recent publications namely ‘Discourse Analysis as a Tool for
Understanding Gender Identity, Representation, and Equality’ and ‘Revealing Gender
Inequalities and Perceptions in South Asian Countries through Discourse Analysis’.

Ms. Farah Kabir has been working with ActionAid Bangladesh
as the Country Director since June 2007. Over close to three
decades of vast experience in the field of development and
research has made her a renowned human rights figure at home
and abroad with an uncompromising voice against human rights
violations. 

Ms. Farah Kabir
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various awards and honors. He has authored, co-authored, or edited 26 books and 8
monographs. More than 120 research papers and scholarly articles have been published
in leading journals and chapters in edited volumes. His recent publications are the
following edited books: Genocide and Mass Violence: Politics of Singularity (Dhaka:
Centre for Genocide Studies, University of Dhaka, 2019); The Rohingya Refugee
Crisis: Towards Sustainable Solutions (Dhaka: Centre for Genocide Studies, University
of Dhaka; BRAC University: Centre for Peace and Justice; ActionAid, 2019); and
Women, Veiling and Politics (Dhaka: University Press Limited, 2020).

Dr. Imtiaz Ahmed is Professor of International Relations and
Director, Centre for Genocide Studies at the University of
Dhaka. Professor Ahmed teaches at the University of Dhaka,
The Australian National University, Canberra, and Carleton
University, Ottawa. He is also currently Visiting Professor at
Sagesse University, Beirut. Professor Ahmed is the recipient of

Dr. Imtiaz Ahmed

This is done by organizing classes for women consisting of general education, education
on sexual reproductive health as well as Quran-reading, amongst others. In 2019, she
was nominated as Malaysia's candidate for the US Department of State's International
Women of Courage award. The award is presented by the US Department of State to
acknowledge women around the world who have shown courage and leadership in
advocating for peace, justice, human rights, gender equality, and women’s
empowerment.

Ms. Sharifah Shakirah is the founder and director of the
Rohingya Women Development Network (RWDN). RWDN, the
first Rohingya women’s group in Malaysia, was founded in
December 2016. It is self-funded and aims to empower women
by harnessing their abilities and by providing them with
opportunities to be leaders.

Ms. Sharifah Shakirah



Before coming to Bangladesh, he was the Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator (DHC) for
Mali since May 2019, where he was responsible for leading and coordinating the
humanitarian response in the North and Centre of the country.

Mr. van der Klaauw joined UNHCR in 1995 and has held a number of senior positions
in the organisation. From 2017-2019, he was the UNHCR Regional Representative in
the South Caucasus (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia) based in Tbilisi, Georgia. During
the period July – December 2016, he was the UNHCR Representative a.i. in Canada.  

Prior to this, between 2014 and mid-2016, he was the UNHCR Representative in
Yemen, and during 2014 and 2015 he also was the Humanitarian Coordinator in this
country.

Between 2010 and 2013, he served as Senior Resettlement Coordinator at UNHCR
Headquarters in Geneva. He was also UNHCR’s Representative in Morocco between
2005 and 2010, and headed UNHCR’s office in Mashhad, Iran between 2003 and 2005.
From 1995 until 2003, he served as UNHCR’s Senior Liaison Officer for the European
Union institutions at its Brussels office.

Prior to joining UNHCR, he worked for Amnesty International, at its Dutch Section,
from 1986-1989, and was it its Representative to the European Union in Brussels from
1990–1994.

Mr. van der Klaauw has a Masters in Divinity/Comparative Religion and a Bachelors in
Arts/Philosophy from Leyden University in the Netherlands. 

Resource Persons

Since February 2021, Mr Johannes van der Klaauw is UNHCR’s
Representative in Bangladesh where he leads UNHCR’s
response for the Rohingya refugees hosted in the country. He is
also a Co-Chair of the Strategic Executive Group established by
the United Nations to coordinate the humanitarian community’s
response to the Rohingya refugee crisis.

Mr. Johannes van der Klaauw
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he has led inter-ministerial teams tasked with formulating future pathways for jute
sector policies including recommending policy guidelines on the operation of publicly
owned jute mills.

Before joining the Ministry of Textiles and Jute he was in charge of the Refugee Relief
and Repatriation Commission under the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief
from February 2017 to September 2019. As Refugee Relief and Repatriation
Commissioner (RRRC), he played a leading role in saving lives by managing one of the
largest humanitarian assistance programs of the time after the much-lamented
humanitarian debacle in Myanmar’s Rakhine state forcibly displacing nearly three-
quarter million Rohingya in August 2017. Alongside leading a diverse team of more
than 3,000 members of the workforce from civil administration, police, and security
forces engaged by the government for the crisis management, he substantially
contributed to the development and implementation of the response plan put forward
jointly by the Government of Bangladesh and International Humanitarian Community
represented by the UN.

After the Rohingya crisis, he relentlessly engaged in bilateral and multilateral
consultations and negotiations with counterparts from the UN agencies, INGOs and
NGOs while also contributing as one of the key members of the Bangladesh-Myanmar
Joint Working Group (JWG) on the Repatriation of Forcibly Displaced Myanmar
Nationals from Bangladesh. Another important role he performed with relation to the
humanitarian crisis was to regularly brief visiting dignitaries/high officials from various
countries and international agencies about the ground situation and initiatives taken by
the Bangladesh government to help manage the humanitarian programs supported by
international communities. As part of his daily routine as RRRC, he met with
innumerable personalities of the high profile including UN Secretary-General
(Secretary-General), World Bank President, UN High Commissioner for Refugees,
visiting Ministers/State Ministers of Foreign Affairs and International Development

Mr. Mohammad Abul Kalam, ndc is currently an Additional
Secretary to the government of Bangladesh working at the
Ministry of Textiles and Jute. In addition to normal secretarial
responsibilities at the ministry, he has also been in charge of the
Jute Diversification Promotion Centre (JDPC) as Executive
Director since December 2019. At the Ministry of Textiles and

Mr. Mohammad Abul Kalam, ndc
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from USA, Japan, UK, Australia, Singapore, Malaysia, the Netherland, Norway,
Sweden, and civil society representatives including Nobel laureates. Kalam’s other
notable accomplishments include the implementation of the government decision to
nationalize 26,193 privately-run primary schools with around 100,000 teachers during
2012-2014 as a Deputy Secretary at the Ministry of Primary and Mass Education. 

Mohammad Kalam finished his graduate studies from the University of Chittagong with
a B. Com. (Honours) and M. Com. majoring in Accounting and also has a Postgraduate
Diploma in Government Financial Management from the University of Ulster (now
New University of Ulster) and M. Sc. in Development Economics from the University
of Birmingham, UK. He attended National Defence College, Dhaka for ndc course in
2016. Kalam co-authored a research article titled “Growth of Government Expenditure
in Bangladesh: An Empirical Investigation into the Validity of Wagner’s Law” which
was published in the Global Economy Journal in 2009. (Volume 9, issue 2, article
number 5, weblink: http://www.bepress.com/gej/vol9/iss2/5)

Resource Persons
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Mr. Raheed Ejaz works as one of the Special Correspondents of
daily Prothom Alo. He joined the largest Bangla daily of the
country in November 2009. Since then, he works as the
Diplomatic Correspondent of Prothom Alo. Apart from Prothom
Alo over the last 19 years, he covers Bangladesh's foreign affairs
for number of a media outlets including Daily Sangbad, the New

Age, Jai Jai Din, and bdnews24. And his key areas of interest include geopolitics, trade
and investment, water sharing, border management as well as human rights. For
covering Bangladesh's important bilateral visit and international events he visited the
United States, the United Kingdom, France, Japan, India, Indonesia, Thailand,
Cambodia, and Laos. He attended US State Department's IVLP (International Visitor
Leadership Programme) on US Foreign Policy in June 2007. He enrolled in journalism
in May 1999 with the Daily Sangbad, one of the vernacular dailies of the country. He
did his post-graduation in American Literature from the University of Chittagong in
December 1998. His publication includes English Language Learning Through
Community Radio (May 2018), Rohingya Genocide in Rakhine (Editing November
2018) and Fairy Tales from Europa (August 2019).

Mr. Raheed Ejaz



Mr. Md. Rizwanul Islam is currently a Professor at the
Department of Law, North South University. He obtained his
first degree in Law from the University of Dhaka, Master of
Laws from the National University of Singapore and a doctoral
degree from Macquarie University. Previously, he was, inter
alia, an Associate Professor at the Department of Law, North  

South University; Assistant Professor and then an Associate Professor at School of Law,
BRAC University; and a casual Lecturer at Department of Business Law, Macquarie
University. Rizwan twice received the Macquarie University Faculty of Arts Higher
Degree Research Award for Best Candidate Publications. He has more than 30 books,
monographs, journal articles, or book chapters published in reputed outlets such as Brill,
Cambridge University Press, Elsevier, Kluwer, Oxford University Press, Routledge, and
Springer. Rizwan has published over 100 essays in national and international
newspapers such as The Diplomat, Straits Times, Bangkok Post, Business Times, New
Straits Times, Economic Times, and Daily Star. He has acted as a consultant and Fellow
in projects funded by the World Bank, UNDP, and national NGOs. Rizwan was
commissioned by the National Human Rights Commission of Bangladesh for writing a
research report. He was awarded the President’s Gold Medal as the author of the Best
Research Article in the subject category of Arts, Humanities, Education, and Law of the
year 2016. Rizwan received the Research Award 2021 from the Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, North South University. In March 2021, he was elected as a Co-
Chair of the Teaching International Law Interest Group of the American Society of
International Law for a three-year term.

Resource Persons
Professor Md. Rizwanul Islam
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Dr. Mahbubul Haque is currently working as faculty at the
Faculty of Law and International Relations in University Sultan
Zainal Abidin (UNISZA) Malaysia and a former faculty member
of the Political Science in Prince of Songkla University,
Thailand. Of Bangladeshi origin, Mahbub conducted research
and advocacy work for the rights of non-citizens in Bangladesh,

Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia. He obtained a Master of Arts in History
from Dhaka University, Bangladesh and a Masters of Arts in Human Rights from
Mahidol University, Thailand. Later on, in 2014, he obtained a Ph.D. in Human Rights
and Peace Studies from the same institute in Thailand. Dr. Mahbub has received
scholarships from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA)
and Mahidol University. During his student life in Bangladesh, he was actively involved
in student politics and organized different international, national, and local level
movements. Dr. Mahbub has been working on Rohingya issues since 2005. He has
published numerous research articles in internationally recognized academic journals.
The USIM Press published his book, 2019 on Rohingya Survivors: Regional Security
Implication of Gender Based Violence. Routledge published another book co-authored
by him this year- The Rohingya Crisis: A Moral, Ethnographic, and Policy Assessment
(1st Edition).

Resource Persons
Dr. Mahbubul Haque
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Mr. Nurul Islam was born in northern Arakan, Burma/Myanmar.
He studied law at Rangoon University and obtained B. A. (Law)
LL. B degrees. He completed the training course on “Human
Rights and Diplomacy Training Program” at the Faculty of Law,
the University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia. He was
an accredited Master of Laws (Human Rights) with Distinction 

from the University of East London. 

Mr. Nurul Islam has been active in the Rohingya movement since he was a young adult.
He served as the President of the Rangoon University Rohingya Students Association.
He was a Founding member of the Arakan Rohingya Union (ARU) formed in 2011
under the auspices of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and Brussel based
Euro-Burma Office (EBO). 

Nurul Islam had participated in many international conferences and seminars on
Arakan, Burma and Rohingya people and has written articles on Rohingya issues and
crises in English and Burmese. Currently, he serves as the Chairman of the Arakan
Rohingya National Organisation (ARNO) which strives for the restoration of the rights
and freedom of the Rohingya people in Burma/Myanmar. 

Mr. Nurul Islam

Mr. Shah Rezwan Hayat has joined as Refugee Relief and
Repatriation Commissioner, Cox’s Bazar under the Ministry of
Disaster Management and Relief. Prior to that, he worked as the
Head, Refugee Cell, and MoDMR. Mr. Hayat is a member of the
Bangladesh Civil Service (Administration) cadre of the 13th
Batch. He joined the Bangladesh Civil Service in 1994. His great

endeavor to serve the country started from Netrokona Collectorate as Assistant
Commissioner and Magistrate. Later, he served with reputation in different Ministries.

Mr. Shah Rezwan Hayat

Resource Persons
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Mr. U Kway Min was born in Rakhine State and got his basic
eduation there. His higher education study was in Yangon. He
got B. Com, B.Ed from Rangoon University. He served as a
senior high school teacher, Assistant township education officer,
and high school headmaster under the basic education
department. In 1988, He joined politics, and in the 1990 national

general election, he got elected as a Parliamentarian from Buthidaung constituency,
Arakan. That parliament was not convened by the military government then. He was
jailed along with his five family members for 47 years. But luckily, they were released
after 7 years under a presidential amnesty. Then, he formed the Democracy and Human
rights Party (DHRP) together with his close colleagues which was registered under the
Myanmar Union election commission in 2013. He has been the chairperson of that party
until today. Since then, he has (add- been) heavily engaged in Myanmar and Rohingya
political issues. Both in the 2015 and 2020 elections, Rohingya candidates including
himself were not allowed to contest. But the party is not disbanded. Still, they are
working hard for a better future for the Rohingya and Myanmar.

Resource Persons
Mr. U Kway Min

Mr. Sam Jahan is an award-winning journalist working for the
international media outlet Agence France-Presse (AFP) as its
Bangladesh correspondent. He has been intensely covering the
Rohingya crisis for the past six years and was the sole media
witness of 26 August 2017 border atrocities committed by
Myanmar security forces firing on fleeing Rohingya Muslims 

which he filmed and wrote that stirred diplomacy both home and abroad. Sam has
received the Human Rights Press Awards, one of the most prestigious recognitions in
journalism, three times for his well-rooted coverage of the crisis of the world's most
persecuted and stateless minority. He studied journalism in the United Kingdom and
returned home to enter a full-time reporting career. Sam worked for The Daily Star
before joining the world's oldest wire agency. He also had work stints with CNN, ABC,
TRT World and Al Jazeera.

Mr. Sam Jahan

34



Max Frieder is the Executive Director and Co-Founder of the
international community-based public arts organization
Artolution. He is a public artist and community arts educator
from Denver, Colorado who is based out of New York City. He
graduated from the Rhode Island School of Design with honors
and a degree in Painting and received his Education Masters 

(Ed.M) in “Community Arts” in Art and Art Education from the Teachers College,
Columbia University. He published a three-year body of research through his Education
Doctorate (Ed.D) titled “The Rohingya Artolution: Teaching Locally Led Community-
Based Public Art Educators in the Largest Refugee Camp in History”. He has worked
with hundreds of communities in different contexts across the Middle East, Africa,
Latin America, Australasia, Europe, North America, and Asia. His work ranges from
community buildings in refugee camps, art education in emergencies, hospital
workshops, abuse and addiction support through art, trauma relief, reconciliation, and
conflict resolution. He is a trans-disciplinary artist, sculptor, puppeteer, teacher and
facilitates collaborative mural programs that address critical local issues with children,
youth, and families. He created the “Foundstrument Soundstrument Project”, building
large-scale interactive percussive sculptures out of the trash and recycled materials
around the world. 

His projects have taken him from Syrian, South Sudanese, Palestinian, and Greek
refugee camps to conflict zones, traumatized communities, and across borders to over
26 countries globally. He has received recognition from the New York Times, CBS, and
the Associated Press. He planted the seeds for the first ongoing public art program for
Rohingya artists in the largest refugee camp in the world, in Bangladesh on the border
of Myanmar. He is a published author contributing to “Art Making with Refugees and
Survivors: Transformative Responses to Trauma after Natural Disasters, War and Other
Crises” as well as publishing with Global Citizen. For his global work, he was awarded
the International Crisis Award from the World of Children and UNICEF in 2018. His
ranging work focuses on cultivating ongoing programs by educating local artists
globally on how to transform communities through public engagement, creative
facilitation, and inspired participation as the next phase in the history of the arts.

Dr. Max Frieder

Resource Persons
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Dr. Mohshin has extensive experience working in several
countries in Asia and the Pacific in Development cooperation
and Microfinance in UNDP and INGOs. He is the Secretary of
Bangladesh Research Institute (BRI) Australia, a non-profit
think tank researching Bangladesh. Dr. Mohshin’s academic
career spans 18 years across Monash, ANU, Deakin, and the

Swinburne University of Technology in Australia. During his time at Swinburne, he
held positions as the Director and Program Coordinator of the International Business
Program and Discipline Leader, Management. 

In 2018, Dr. Mohshin led an international consortium and conducted the largest sample
refugee study on primary data. He was the lead author of “Forced Migration of
Rohingya: The Untold Experience” which was published in Canada. He has received
over AUD $880,000 research grants on trans-national research projects involving
multiple stakeholders. He was the lead researcher in several research projects, including
Poverty Alleviation Measurement Tool (Cambodia & Timor-Leste), Intergenerational
Poverty and Resilience and Disaster Risk- Philippines, Railway Resettlement-
Cambodia and TVET sector reform- Bangladesh. He has supervised 4 Ph.D. students to
completion and several Master's projects. Currently, a member of the editorial board for
the OIDA Journal of Sustainable Development, Indonesian Treasury Review and
Skillman and an Adjunct Professor at the Laurentian University, Canada. He holds a
Ph.D. in International Development from Deakin University, MBA from the University
of Santo Tomas, Philippines. 

Resource Persons
Dr. Mohshin Habib 
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Dr. Harisur Rahman is Assistant Professor at the Department of
Political Science and Sociology at North South University,
where he also coordinates a newly established center named
China-South Asia Center for Socio-Cultural Studies (CSCSS).
Before joining NSU in 2017, he completed his Ph.D. degree in
anthropology from the University of Auckland, New Zealand. 

He has published scholarly articles in international peer-reviewed journals such as Asian
Ethnology, South Asian Film, and Media. His book based on his doctoral dissertation,
“Consuming Cultural Hegemony: Bollywood in Bangladesh,” was published by
Palgrave Macmillan in 2019. The book examines the circulation and viewership of
Bollywood films and film modernity in Bangladesh. Currently, he carries out few
research projects related to media representation of China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) in Bangladesh, communication apprehension among university students,
shipbreaking workers in Bangladesh, and film streaming culture and viewership in
Bangladesh, COVID-19, and health communication. His research interests include
media, communication, cultural studies, visual and media anthropology, digital
anthropology, business anthropology, consumer culture, advertising research, material
culture, globalization, development, gender issues, migration, South Asian media,
cultural politics, and intangible cultural heritage. He can be reached at
harisur.rahman@northsouth.edu. 

Dr. Harisur Rahman
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Ms. Tata Zafar is a faculty at the Department of Political Science
and Sociology, North South University, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Following the completion of her studies at the University of
Dhaka, Bangladesh and the University of Oxford, UK, in
Sociology and in Educational Research Methodology, Tata Zafar
has been teaching, for more than a decade, Sociology, 

Anthropology, Gender and Development and Sustainable Development at various top
educational institutions of Bangladesh such as North South University, Dhaka
University, Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET), etc. She
also has studied Multiculturalism at the Multinational Institute of American Studies,
New York University, as a Visiting Scholar.  Her research interests include gender,
education, identity, sustainable development, and migration. She has a number of
publications to her credit, She is currently working in collaboration with an Associate
Professor of the University of Southampton, the UK on a research project which focuses
on gender empowerment, identity formation and the politics of forced migration
focusing on Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh. She is also working with an Educational
Consultant of the Canadian Ministry of Education on a research project focusing on the
issue of Consent. She has worked as a consultant and researcher at various national and
international organizations such as BRAC, DFID, BIDS, and Concern Bangladesh.

Ms. Tata Zafar

Resource Persons
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John Quinley is a Senior Human Rights Specialist with Fortify
Rights focused on the human rights situation in Myanmar and
Bangladesh. He has been with Fortify Rights since 2016.
Previously, he worked with the Women’s Opportunities
Resource Center in Philadelphia and with Partners Relief and
Development in Shan State, Myanmar. He holds an M.A. from 

the School of Politics and International Relations at Nottingham University in the U.K.
and holds a graduate certificate from the International Institute for Genocide and Human
Rights Studies in Canada as well as a B.A. from Eastern University in the U.S. He has
written for TIME, Financial Times, the Overseas Development Institute, and other local
and international publications. 

John Quinley



Ms. Zaitun (Hnin Pwint) Phyu is a Ph.D. candidate at the Faculty
of Education, York University and working as a lecturer,
teaching assistant, and research assistant. Zaitun was born in
Buthidaung Township, Myanmar. As both of her parents were
government employees, she has lived in Central Myanmar, Shan
State and Yangon Division. She has done her master’s in applied 

linguistics at International Islamic University Malaysia and worked as a secretary for
the Rohingya Student Association, IIUM. As a newcomer in the Kitchener-Waterloo
Region, Canada, she helped high school students from low-income families with free
tutoring as a part of Pathways to Education, Carizon. Currently, she is working on her
Ph.D. research and helping the Rohingya community with language and cultural
enrichment as a part of the Rohingya Association of Canada.

Ms. Zaitun (Hnin Pwint) Phyu
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Ms. Zainab Arkani was born in Buthidaung of Rakhine State,
Myanmar. Despite unbreakable barriers and systemic
discrimination, she completed her undergraduate studies in 2003. 
Ms. Zainab married a Rohingya Canadian in 2006 and lived in
Thailand for the next 18 months researching Rohingyas' lives in
Thailand while her husband was helping stranded Rohingya boat 

people at the Thai-Burma border. Her findings concluded that generations of Rohingyas
in Thailand had been growing up illiterate due to the lack of proper documents needed
to enlist their children at school and the financial difficulties they endured. Ms. Zainab
came to Canada in 2007 and started to help the newly arrived Rohingya refugees from
Bangladesh refugee camps with their post-settlement work. The gap she immediately
noticed was the missing of children’s early years’ education in the camps. To fill up the
gap, Ms. Zainab started a help session called “Rohingya Homework Club.” Two years
later, that homework club was transformed into a “Rohingya Language School” in
Kitchener, Ontario, which is the first government-recognized Rohingya school in the
world. As a community development coordinator of the Rohingya Association of
Canada, she conducts various educational projects and employment readiness programs
for Rohingya women in Canada and the USA. Additionally, Ms. Zainab highlights the
Rohingya crisis through awareness campaigns locally and internationally. She was
invited to the Canadian Parliament and Senate to provide eyewitness testimonies. She
frequently gets invited as a guest speaker to various events nationally and
internationally. Her passion for community work won her the “Women Who Inspire”
award in 2018 from the Coalition of Muslims Women KW.

Ms. Zainab Arkani



student organizer, policy analyst, and government advisor while volunteering for human
rights causes. In 1996, she founded ALTSEAN-Burma (Alternative ASEAN Network
on Burma) which spearheads a range of innovative and empowering human rights
programs from its base in Bangkok. This includes ALTSEAN’s ongoing intensive
leadership program for diverse young women from Burma, which in the past 24 years,
has helped strengthen and expand women’s leadership in conflict-affected zones.

In 2006, ALTSEAN-Burma published a briefer analyzing the situation of the Rohingya
in the context of the genocide convention and found that they were facing a slow-
burning genocide, a description that has become widely used. She served as a Secretary-
General of the International Federation for Human Rights (2013 – 2019). She is a
member of ESCR-Net’s Corporate Accountability Working Group Steering Committee,
the Innovation for Change Global Governance Circle, and the Working Group on
Gender and Atrocity Prevention of the Asia Pacific Partnership for Atrocity Prevention. 

During her 39-year career, Ms. Debbie Stothard, a Malaysian,
has worked with diverse communities and activists to engage
states, IGOs and other stakeholders on human rights and justice.
Her work is focused on the thematic priorities of business and
human rights, atrocity prevention, and women’s leadership.
During 1981 – 1996, Ms. Debbie worked as a crime reporter, 

Ms. Debbie Stothard
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December 2002. In 2006-2007 Anwar intervened in person by coming to the aid of and
freeing thousands of stranded Rohingya boatpeople at the Thai-Burma border. As a
result, Anwar was invited to talk at the United Nations, Geneva, about the Rohingyas’
plight: first time in March 2009 at the UNHRC, and a second time in April 2009 at the
Durban Review Conference held in UN-Geneva.

Anwar is the founder and director of the Rohingya Association of Canada [RAC]
established in December 2007. RAC has been at the forefront of various Canada-wide
advocacy campaigns highlighting the Rohingya crisis. RAC played an important role in
removing Aung San Suu Kyi's statue from the Canadian Museum for Human Rights,
revoking her Canadian honorary citizenship, Canada’s recognition of the plights of
Rohingya as “GENOCIDE,” and contributed significantly toward the production of
"Time To Act: Rohingya Voices," a Rohingya exhibition at the Museum. Since 2007,
RAC has been helping the newcomer Rohingyas resettled in Canada with their post
settlement work.

Anwar has been a frequent speaker at conferences and seminars addressing Rohingya
crisis. He was invited to testify at Canada’s Parliament and Senate on several occasions
as a subject matter expert. 
In 2014 Anwar was honored with an outstanding award for his community services
from the City of Kitchener.  

Anwar Shah Arkani is a Burmese Rohingya who became refugee
in 1978 and left Burma for good in 1984 after the enactment of
1982 Citizenship Act. In 1998 Anwar resettled in Canada as a
government sponsored refugee. He was awarded a scholarship
by the United State Information Agency to study at Indiana
University where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science in 

Mr. Anwar Shah Arkani



Rohingya Youth advocate and
APRRN member
Location: Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh 

Mahammad Ahtaram
Student, University of Dhaka,
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Efaz Ahmed

Graduate Student, University
of Arizona
Location: USA

Katherine Ella Bauer
Graduate of North South
University
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Syed Zharif Uddin Ahmed

Working in Rohingya
Response
Location: Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh

Sagor Kumar Biswas
Manager of Research and
Management team in DM
WATCH
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Dr. Sowmit Chandra Chanda

Leading University, Sylhet
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Mostahin Elahee Chowdhuri

National Program officer,
TRD, IOM
Location: Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh

Sharmin Akter

CFS Manager in Child
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protection person, BRAC ,
Location: Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh
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Student, Jagannath University
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Samira Afroz



Project Coordinator at
Campaign for Popular
Education (CAMPE),
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Md. Atoar Hosen

Staff Correspondent, The
Daily Observer
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Shaikh Shahrukh Farhan
Student, University of Liberal
Arts Bangladesh
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Noshin Farzana

Member of the Rohingya
Working Group, APRRN
Location: Germany 

Felix Christian Haas
Assistant Officer, North
South University
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Yeasrib Hassan

Working with BBC Media
Action for Rohingya
emergency response
Location: Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh

Md. Sohorab Hossain
Government Officer
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Md. Tahazzat Hossain

Senior Case working in camp
and host community as
protection person
Location: Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh

Monika Rani Das
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PhD student, Florida
International University,
Location: Florida, USA
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Location: Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh

Mohammad Hosen

Participants



Humanitarian sector worker
Location: Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh

Md. Humayun Kabir
Professor, UiT The Arctic
University of Norway
Location: Midsund, Norway

Ana Luisa Sánchez, Laws

Student, Florida International
University
Location: Florida, USA

Amanda Meana
Humanitarian sector worker
Location: Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh

Tapu Mandal

Student, University of Hawaii
Location: Hawaii, USA

Morsaline Mojid
Student, NorthSouth
University
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Sarah Mobashwera

Location: India
Hussain Johar

Student, Florida International
University
Location: Florida, USA

Emelie Jimenez

Student, Sittwe University
Location: Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh

Saiful Islam
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Former IOM employee
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Rudashi Ashna Islam



Teacher
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Amity Roy

Research Officer, DM Watch
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Mohammad Fahim Sayeed

Activist
Location: Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh

Mohammad Yeasin
Research Associate, SIPG
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Md. Parvez Hasan Yousuf

Graduate Student
Location: Kunming, China
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Advocate, Activist and
Human Right Defender.
Location: Aukland, New
Zealand
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Research Associate, SIPG
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Farin Shabnam Ritu

Research Assistant at the
Institute of Myanmar Studies,
Yunnan University
Location: Kunming, Yunnan,
China 
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Session 1 - History, Language, and Identity

Day 1 of the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis has started just after the

inauguration of the course. This session was about History, Language, and Identity of

the Rohingya Community. The resource person was Amb Sufiur Rahman, Former

Ambassador to Myanmar and the moderator of the session was Dr. Katherine Li, NSU.
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Session 2 - The Current Situation in Myanmar in the
Context of the Rohingya crisis

The topic of Day 2 of the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis was The current

situation in Myanmar in the context of the Rohingya crisis. The resource persons were

Ms. Debbie Stothard, Dr. Mahbubul Haque, Faculty of UNISZA, Malaysia, Mr. John

Quinley III, Senior Human Rights Specialist, Fortify Rights, Mr. Shamsul Anwar (U Kyaw

Min), Former MP in 1990’s election in Myanmar, Ms. Sharifah Shakira, Founder, Rohingya

Women’s Development Network, Texas, and Ms. Zaitun Pwin, Graduate student, York

University, Canada. The session was moderated by Amb Shahidul Haque, NSU.
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Session 3 - Geopolitics of Regional and Global Powers

The third session of the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis was about

Geopolitics of Regional and Global Powers. The resource persons were Dr. Kawser

Ahmed, CRRIC, Canada, Dr. Sakhawat Hossain, NSU, and Amb Shahidul Haque, NSU.

The session was moderated by Prof Imtiaz Ahmed, The University of Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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Session 4 - Geopolitics of Regional and Global Powers

Day 4 of the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis was about Impacts and

Consequences of the Rohingya Exodus to Bangladesh (Gender, Health, Education,

Economy, Environment). The resource persons of the session were Mr. Mohammad Abul

Kalam ndc, former RRRC Dr. Helal Mohiuddin, NSU Mr. Sudipto Mukerjee, Resident

Representative, UNDP Bangladesh Mr. Manuel Marques Pereira, Deputy Chief of Mission

at IOM (*TBC) Professor Amena Mohsin, University of Dhaka Ms. Tata Zafar, NSU. The

moderator of the session was : Dr. SK Tawfique M Haque, Professor, NSU.



Glimpses of the Certificate Course
on the Rohingya Crisis

51

Session 5 - Role of Media in Rohingya Crisis

Day 5 of the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis was about the Role of Media in

the Rohingya Crisis. The resource persons were Dr. Harisur Rahman, NSU, Mr. Sam

Jahan, Agence FrancePresse (AFP), and Mr. Raheed Ejaz, Prothom Alo, Bangladesh. The

session was moderated by Dr. Ishrat Zakia Sultana, NSU.
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Session 6 - Role and Significance of Rohingya
Diaspora, UN, and Other International Communities

The sixth session of the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis was about Role and

Significance of Rohingya Diaspora, UN, and Other International communities. The

resource persons were Ambassador Bob Rae, Permanent Representative of Canada to

the United Nations, and Canada’s Special Envoy to Myanmar in 2017, Mr. Nurul Islam,

Rohingya politician, UK, Ms. Zainab Arkani, Founder, Rohingya language school,

Canada, and Amb Shahidul Haque, NSU. The session was moderated by Dr. SK.

Tawfique M Haque, Professor, NSU.
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Session 7 - Governance and Management of Rohingya
in Bangladesh

The topic of Day 7 of the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis was Governance

and Management of Rohingya in Bangladesh. The resource persons were Amb. Shahidul

Haque, NSU, Mr. Shah Rezwan Hayat, RRRC, and Mr. Manuel Marques Pereira, Deputy

Chief of Mission at IOM. The session was moderated by Dr. Ishrat Zakia Sultana,

Coordinator, CPS, NSU. 
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Session 8 - Social Cohesion and Peacebuilding between
Host and Rohingya Community

The topic of Day 8 of the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis was Social

Cohesion and Peacebuilding between Host and Rohingya Community. The resource

persons were Dr. Bulbul Siddiqi, NSU, Dr. M Jashim Uddin, NSU, and Dr. Max Frieder,

Artolution. The session was moderated by Professor William Simmons, The University of

Arizona, USA.
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Session 9 - Accountability and Justice for the Rohingya

The topic of Day 9 of the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis was Accountability

and Justice for the Rohingya. The resource persons were Amb. Shahidul Haque, NSU,

Mr. Anwar Shah Arkani, Rohingya Community Leader, and Amb. Riaz Hamidullah, The

Netherlands. The session was moderated by Professor William Simmons, The University

of Arizona, USA.
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Session 10 - Policy Options for Resolution of the
Rohingya Crisis

The topic of Day 10 of the Certificate Course on the Rohingya Crisis was Policy Options

for Resolution of the Rohingya Crisis. The resource persons were Amb. Shahidul Haque,

NSU, M. Delwar Hossain, Director General (Myanmar Cell), Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Bangladesh, Dr. Mohsin Habib, Professor, Western Sydney University, Australia and

Adjunct Professor at Laurentian University, Canada, Dr. Md. Rizwanul Islam, NSU, Ms.

Farah Kabir, ActionAid Bangladesh, and Mr. Johannes Van Der Klaauw, UNHCR. The

session was moderated by Barrister Manzoor Hasan, Executive Director, Centre for

Peace and Justice, BRAC University.


