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Whereas the Constitution of Bangladesh commits the nation to principles of democracy
and secularism; and

Whereas a democratic nation aspires to equality of basic rights for all citizens of the
nation; and

Whereas religion, professions of faith, and religious practices are elements of a basic
human and civil right; and 

Whereas the principle of secularism recognizes the right of all citizens to live in peace and
communal harmony; and

Whereas Bangladesh has long had a history of religious pluralism inclusive of Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Christianity; and

Whereas communal harmony and religious pluralism are realized by respect and tolerance
for varied religious beliefs and practices; and

Whereas perpetual interfaith dialogue is essential to sustained religious tolerance and
communal harmony; and

Whereas the Center for Peace Studies at North South University is committed to advancing
the cause of peace within the nation, the region, and the world through teaching,
research, and public service;

Therefore, the members of the Center for Peace Studies of North South University severally
and jointly:

condemn the recent communalist violence in multiple districts of the country during
the celebrations of the Hindu festival of Durga Puja, the destruction of private and
religious properties, and the infliction of personal injuries and loss of human life;

call upon the government and all citizens to be vigilant about misinformation in
various social media and to exercise restraint against incitement to all such violence;
and,

urge all citizens irrespective of their religious affiliation to restore and maintain the
peace, to commit to religious tolerance, and to continue perpetual interfaith
dialogue in the interest of peace and communal harmony throughout the country.
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