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COVID-19 Pandemic and China’s Challenges to US Global

Abwenaer: This ursicle. b the coptext of wfoliling Impacts of the COVID- 19 pangdemie fn global
pinlities and poliieal ecomimy. examings swhedher the' panderiiebocks wp Chissi 'y Bid for glnbal
teadferahip vivarvin the (I8, -If engagea the ofann of e “American divminance sefiool thaf e i
i affermanive o e UG8 o lpast the warlid, Baking o conorary posiiom the araele argrees thar the
sy of @ redaniee dechine in US power, exaceriared by e “Chomar challenge ™ in recent years, {5
umdrmining Washingron '« copacdty o [emd the Wwierrded, Pvcuceinn and by, ]i'h‘lrmd ot e
clllenves Ching poses a0 the US sugeest thit Ching Jas the potensial, ol probably the
imtengions oo, o displisce the LN in she glivdsal econsppe iy e e of the 2008 and oecapy the top
plaee i globd ldudesship. Yhe amfole concludes tiar Beifing ousy o, lavever. alit e redesign
i peconairnet o s oworld onder almpetier g iy imerets are et wtreed s the
frivmewnrk of the exoring pos-war woarld onder. In otfhier words: Ching may lead che world while

rermainmg. a part af the US-eagineered post-war wearld ordder.

Key wimds: COVID: 19 pandemnic, shift 16 glohal ssopolities, US global lesdenhip, China's rige
and challengis, Trump's war on mubliluterallas, U'S-China trade wise

LINTRODUCTION

The global spread of COVID- IS hox appurently createdd p rming poink in global polies mnd
camomy. A bevy of infernationnl affairs experts and commentutnes i geneml believe thar the
pisst-war werld order, erafied and so long Uominated by the US, s finully ummveling making a
deciiive geopalitical <hift in power-and jnfluence dway from the US 10 Ching Thelr Srgument f
that China hes: alrendy dsen economichlly ad thy COVID- 1% namdemic hos browght It an
unprecedented opportiminy to displade the 178 10 kead the post-war drder. Weiting in the mogaring
Foreign Policy Stephen M. Walt' sssers that the pandemic will scoelerate the shift of power from
ine Wast in e East H.:.ﬂ.‘iv:l‘-;r.rlgilt.‘l- thmt the post-coronavines period will further expedie the rends
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that currently chiamcterdizz the werld omder: “Waning Amedcan leaderchip, faltering global
eamiperntion, greal power disconi™ - @ melerence fo America’s declining global |edership mle,
whivh former President Donsld Trump wik somesihat shaniloning: Thete §s oo denying that the
Trwmp sdminisoation” s fillure o dedl with the pandemic. in contrast ty America’s pust seceessTil
mohiliation of offats w fght HIVAATDS and Eoloon o global scale, has anderem US credibitiy
for global eadendup. Camphell and Dmhiicamimm,dm; this failure conld mark Amenca’s “Suer
moment” in global pofitics. a refenmee to Great Britains abdication of glohal leedership following
the ahomive 1956 Suez War agulnst E2ypt,

The COVID-19 pandemic hay affected mpst starks in the workd bub for the US slobil lendership it
sinifies a special e [Lis ane of the hishly sffected natoné oh eurth (with over 79 millliod
infectiots and some 933 thowsind dedths as of December 202 1) and suffetad froim iitinl ceonoimid
closore that cost 83 wrillion: while #s mval Ol after faftering for o while. registereed positive
sconomic growth from thie second quaner of 2020, The US had-g record V.1 per copt decease n
its GOP in the sccrmd quarter of 120, the stecpest quarterly drop since 1947, The cffects of the
pandemic on LS power and lembership gencritss scholarly Inguiry, 3s several pandimics in e
past have aliered the workd onder. Kyle Harper! foy example. probes how the aptedd of depdly
viruses and hacterla uitimaucly brobight down the Roman Empire (27 BC-476 AD). one of the
wolld's greatest unient civilizitioni. Among the varioos ficlors sceelerating the full of the Roman
Empire. Horpet notes: muture’s violenee - climute change ond pandemics played a catsstrophic
rile: Ax recently as in the early. 20th century. the Spanish Flu, (813 1220) that swapt throash
Europe and North America left behing indelihie social, egonomic and military impacts. The Flu
affected an estimuted 500 millian peopls worldwide ¢liming a blgh deith il of 39 millica.
Rohert Burro and Jose Ussuu report that the Spaninh Flis pandemnic wins prohably the net gretest
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mactoeconomic shick to' the world economy dfter the Second Woarld Wik dr the 1929 ot
Diepiession. Between 1919 and 1921, nvelve countries suffersd macko dikacets (defined sl
percent of more deciine) inc their: annond GDP growth,. white oigit comntries hud similor
EXPEFEACES 1N RS CONNUMPION rafes.

Despite the shocks of the Spanish Flu on lahor marker as well as incomes apd growth, the US
emerged powerfil by 1922 and afiey the Second World War i definisely sopped the 1t of st
powerful countrics In the world, with the conter of world power <hifting froni Eurape o Niuth
America. Thouith the Spanish Flu did not alter the world ofder (s the West continued 1 remain
the ednter ol wurld power ). the COVID 19 pindesmic s created the possibility of o maji power
shift. - becmize of Amerion's refative declioe. thur started. i the 1970w, and the: seemingly
unpoppable nse of China: Graham Adtisom, for exampio, assesses the gopatiticsl impacs of ihe
COVID- 19 pandsmic op US China rivalry focusing on foar dimensions - impact of the pandemic
vt thisle GEPS, citizens” trust In thelr movemance systims, capacilies to extend a helping hatd to
other atfected nathms, and the reputstines and standipgs of Beijing and Washinzgton in the cyes of
rullog glitey of othier nations. He finds that Ching vinlts the U8 past i 61l fisike Qfmensions.

L1, Ohjectives and Structare: This antlele, i the contest of rsing globul tneods unleashed by the
COVIDM 19 pandenilc und its Implications ok global palitis investizutes how the pandemic
affects LS Oinay rivalry amd | how i facilitates or o China's clsim to global leadership, The
amicle dispmes the position of a growing group of American scholam, discossed below, who for
lonie hove disputed thie decline n. Amerdvan power nod vigooussly put forward the argument thn
thery wiss noalfornalive (o Americin power to leiid the wild China hak emerped 58 o rivid pawdr,
thssugh primarily i the economic domuin. s Befjing. unlike the US. i sill aoable o project
milltary power far heyond its shores. John Ikenberry's clofm of Amesica’s 'loek-in” mole in the
pont-war world order, promaoted by America’s so.called Hibernd hegemony and the Institutional
foundativn'of the order, today ook seHobsty challenged <ince China i predicted 1 top thi Hsg of
wirld cconontc powers by 2028 and hold the key to wield tmxbmum power anid
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influgnce In global economié deciskon-makise’ This Is validisted by President X1 Jinping's
forsuing of the Bithiertn policy of “kecping  low proflle” 1 develop guidtly Tor i decidedly more
assernve. TChing dream”™ fonsign policy course. Thix arficke hmilds on the scenomic. institiona
aid fechnological challenges “Uhina dream” forigy policy 15 posing @ 1S global leadesip
today and how the COVID- 19 pandemic is impacting the challenges.

At the sime time, the antlcle argues that China hardly aspiies b reibesizn and recreate 3 new worlid
andir altosether. despite It probahle rise g6 o super eoomomic power. China's allermative <et of
econom|e vl polltical institutions fsugh as the Asian Infrastrietive Fvesimem Babk — ATTB and
the New Develogrient Bank (NDB o the BRICS Bankl but with no NATO (N Adlantic
Treuty: Ohegnnization -like milimry aome oo WTO (Warkd Trade Okgonization p-like- ghobal trade
ovemzation. are mosk likely (o exin in o paralie! coume with, and-noi deating o death blow fo.
post-Sccond - Wordd War US-ed mstitutions — the World Honk and the IMF {International
Morctary. Fund), China's inferests are hest served, as this antkele arsiies, within the framework of
the exizing warld order, a world order that has lierlly facilimted Beljing"s meteoric econemle
rike it the last three to four decades.

Thie articlel in ordel w0 establish e aroimente. first brisfly presents an ovérvicw of the debsues on
America’s declining powers and ten maps our Chono's chollenges wo U8 «dominoted world opder,
This is followed by an exanmnation of 1US' esponses w Chinp's nise and challepses with o fogus
im President Trump's worldview and anti-China strategy. Finally, it welghs in China's limimtinas
o engineer o mes workd ordey or why China would probibly prefes m muintaining the post-war
winrhl prler, The ressireh < privwrily of guatitotive putore. 1 mokes we of availible published
seholiirdy lwmawres on' China - US rélutions. policy sintements by Américin and Chingse policy
mutkers repetd by both Amiérican and Chimese piress. and imemet-based fimeizn policy analycal
pieces o the evolving nomre gnd patesms of Chins=US relstions. Thar makes the article primuarly
an inferprelive simdy,
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2. Thie Theoretical Debaotes

Debaes over America’s decline o gobal pregmimence precede the COVIEW IS pandemmic.
however. In the s (980, agroup of Amencan academics argeed that America’s power nmad
infiucnee was relntively dimindshing due o the rise of European and East Asian induserial poswers,
what was dubbed e declinii thests of the 19805 The argiment was that a dechine in Americin
power weld gradunlly erade Amaorica’s capugity w control and lead the post-war warld order. Th
othér wordd, Amcrlca’s relative decline In pivwer In the fode of challengels woull sorely
undenmine #s begentonic siatgs and constinin its lead role in world alfaiisc A rizval aitilm of
scuderics g thinkers: who mny be lshelled the “sehool of American dominunce” seholars,
challensed the declinim thesis by the carly “._,i'rli'iﬁ; They argwe thir Amenca’s power was noi
eroding and that the world has hardly any altemative to Ameriea as a giohal security guarantor and
econvmic imanager, In case any viuhle allermatlve power emerges. they hold, America will sl
“lockiin™ the pest-witr woeld prder capitalizing on the =libal insitutions andd the playbook it has
put In place in'the past decides singe 1945 The US-led Nbergl world order, bs the drpaming soes,
will continuie 1o exist and opetate. as Americh hits coopted. duced o even ooietcad Asian aid
Eumpean powers to fiold the postwar order: Bar the quiet fise of Ching as an sconmmic ginn bes
apparcitly challenged the position of the “school of Amencan dominance” scholars, a dovelppmem
did they neither overiook por pay that mach artention o iE

Ntichaed Beckley hivs approached the deelintst thesis from = differen ungle boadly chiallenging the
view thit Amaerica’s dicline bs causedd by China's econamic e He dibs views on America’s
decline di “false’. und explicitly sugsests thil Americi’s lead in technological. econoinie and
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military. capabllitles, compared 1 thit of Chini, ks growing In i rebent siticle Beckley further
mizintainy that the wealth mip Between Ching and the U8 intrzises by teiflions of dollars every year
anid-thint Clring s inefficient cconemis munapement and lows-suffering businesses cam nover hope o
close the weatth map. He also nekes om the possibiimy of hegemonte nvalry between Betjmg amd
‘Washington. A-gencral prohlem with Backloy i thay he handly emphatically conceptunlizes the
ke o dzcline [meanings, historical and structusal propesties), and pays insuificiens heed to how
China's rhee comstrming US forciin folley freedim to pupsaie intetests regiomally (in the East Asian
cantent. for exarmple) and globally. (for inannie, the Russid — UKralne sian befnit a current {ssue
whiste Chinl and Russia ane seemingly focging ateud 1w challenpe NATO s eastward expansion in
L krming).

The wrsuments this arcle develops browdly fit in the declinin thesis of the 1960 but with an
added twist The promorers of the decimist thests did predics o rolative decline in American power
bt prefected no scemaries of an aliemutive world power to displace the US, that b the Ching
challenge whick hes morphed inte a reality. In the present contexe. China's sicoesclul Launch of
suime mudtilatetal institations, (s cross-cominenial mesh develogment project — the Belr and Rosd
Initistive (BRI} and its lead position. in'the BRICS group. o non Westert| écenimic club. i
direetly o indirectly chnllenging America's giobal moke. o8 8 recent Amierican seport AsEErTS,
(hinese Foretgn Minister Wang Yo has predicted thar US- Coima reistioms are sliding down, ihe
road o 8 Tnew oold wmr, while others ¢iaim that the two rivals are already enzaged In g cold war
20, The fllowing sectin examines the nature, scope and severity of the chullenges China b
poaiae s the LIS,

3, Chinn’s Challenges 1o the Us

China Is cumently the second largess ccomomy in the world Lin terms of GOP) tralling the LIS
(hur was declared by the IMF the larzest world economy in 2015 caleukned in terms of PPP

purchasing power parity), With un averaging GDP growth rate of 9.5 percent from 1979
2018, the Chinese doubled thiky ecomndmic growth rte every cight years élévating China' status
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s the watkd's lariest valiie-added manifacuuring hiib, motchandize wudér and bolder oF foreign
exchhnge rewirves. Tost inone genesmtion. China's GDT. calenlated o TP terms <bot up froem 20
poicent of LS GDP level i 1991 w120 percent by the end of 2009, Chine's expanentin
ecomomic expunsion, did pof come withowt chalienses o Amenion’s global leadership, howaver
The chailenges weze in the making for the last throe 1o four decades but ossumed @ formiduble
dimenson beginning with the 20105, While the 2008 glohal recesblon put the US In'a difficu
ecopemic sfiumion th st os the slohal murkets and lender of the Lt recon, Ching moved forvatd
tid minkmire the impacts of the reeession. Cher thi vedss, Ching’s siong and growint cooiminle
mascle Hax created institution]. developnental and technolopicd] challitnpes: as explained beliva.
0 LiSpower and global dominance.

Al The dnstirarional Callenge

The US und it Eurapean allies bl up. amd hisve steered the post- 1945 workd order beieed on a
heet of itterpational econgmie Instinaions (World Bank, IMF3, ptiti.f{-ml arpanbzativns (the TN, for
euimple). and millary alllances (most notably: NATO). The USled instinitions _'tu.l'_ﬁni ,g:rmlun!
leritbmacy throbeh wide participationis of st From devoss the world. particularly in the
cormpmie o political imstinmions. The militey allunces wore resticied in membershops o they
sousht to focus on narpwer Westemn or US inforests sithar in promofng gnd provecting the
unhindered operatioms of the economic and political Institutinns or 10 fend off threats 10 Western
tmﬁ;qm. The abve three Types of lnatiutions, as :r__-yr}mié. were devigned umil developed primmarily
based an American power, values, image and interosiz, though they have over time dinveloped a
life of their own 1o exist ond operate cutside the US orhit. The UN's opposition w the 2003 1S
invasion of Trag or the WTO s rolings azainst President Toomp's trade ban on China carmboraties
i peiimt

In the past fow years; Chima has embarked on g similar course of buglding regional and global
instimirions, most notabiy the AR, the NDB md the Comingency Reserve Armnzement iICRA)
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inder the new BRICS grouping (Brazil, Rusia, India, China, pndd Sauth Alrica). the Shanghal
Coopétution Orgatization (SCOV plus o host of other roplonal Hodies Beljing's effornts ond
encrrivs to develap the instituthond were lifeely spurr by o' growing frikerition with Ammeici '
way of conmolling the post-war glohnl insmurions and @ segligence of Ching's goorwing scosomic
prowess amd interests. In tie premier global economie institions of e World Bank and the IMF,
the LS has optimaily overshadowed all other member states, including China. The repented
demanls for refomms and growing salls for changes in the dectdon-making procassds of the Two
indtitutions powithstanding, the US twmed a deaf cir belnz wared of hnming contml o
Instititionylized 'dominanie 'of the two Bretton Woods inktitutiops 1o January: 2006, the US
teluctantly decepted some minal telodms i the weighied viting syktems of the Wolld Bunk snd
the IMF bt ihe displessure-of Ching, Comentdy. Ching's voting shore inthe World Hank and
the IMF are 3:53 percent andd A1F percent nespeciively compared o Amenica’s 16.2h parcent and
16,36 pucrcmf That gives the US effective veto power aver decisions on suhstantive tssues at the
W it tonm.

China's fire nesponse 10 LS dominance of gliebal finmncial architeciure was the AIB. Beslgned 1o
Crode ond upitraile infidiirocturos in the membir stites, the AlIB was laonched dn 20035 with (s
Hebdguarens i Beljmy. Ren Ilmi-}hu-tnﬁ ot that the ATTB was Ching's fexpoese (o Asid s minkeive
infrastruconl develispmnt nesds, US dommonee over the World Bunk omd the INMF, ol the
Obagma sdmpistration s “Axin chatance policy aimed g curhing China's inlinence in the Asla
Pacific region. In 2009, the Japan-contmodled Asinn Development Bank (ADB) pubiished a repon
highllghaing the poor guality of Infrstrocnres In Adan countries thir required 2 ol dvestmen
of 8% trilliom hetwees 2010 and 2020, Neirher e ADB nos the World Bank hil sufficient capirs)
tid finunce the development of Asiun infrusrudmres. Chinn, with o tot fireign exchanie reserve
of 382 erillion in 2003, zedred up o invent. design snd operie the MTB:.JTHR new {istitution
me s el o neighbiring and fac-flong coonries alike. with atomi ol 102 member sintes
TheUS branded the AHB as China’s npow bloepnnt 1o curb America’s power and mfluence across
the Asian continent, bt China regordad a hish soccess in
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ite new ingtitutional endeavor when the big Eurdpean powerns — France, Germuny and the UK
decided to become founidiiiy imembérs of the AlIB defving LS opposition and warning ™
President Obiama’s tebalinie policy or “Asia pivol” policy. on the other land. initiated a big and
fur-resching chmmge in China's foreim policy. The: Chinese feaders dedided not (o confront the
LIS i the Western Pacific bt invicad prefermed 1o initiate o mow geopolitical shify - a westward
move 1o iild econgmic and financial ries with the Eurasian countries, That westward shifs.
what the Chinese view me o unliue ‘Eurssian moment” in thelr expanding fareign relitions,
finally citlminuted'in the megn development inliiative ~ BRL The BRL whit complenents the
Ching-led BRICS (Brozil, Russia, Indid Ching and Stioth Afries) grodp, epilomizes China's
visivn ol globed] development niedo ond economic linknpes Ching can explolt 1o maximize is
interests: As o new cconomic giont Chion-highly: depends on access 1o extemnl EsmTes 1o
fuel i ecomomic’ growih and toreign markets 10 sell s produecis. Demande for' Chinese
products con ingrease if the poor and developing coumtries attain a certain level of development.
andd their effective linkages 1y Chinese econamy are created. That obijective has propelled China
b extend billions of dollars fie Whans and grants, undir the BRL o countries i Asla, Afica,
Ebstern Europe und Latih Amotica to build soil bperade Infrasiructores 1o acoeletate the pace'of
thisir growth!

The BRI, officially declored in 2017, pnd the BRICS groop have largely comented Chioa's
instituiion building thrust and capeoities, The pwo financinl myements — the NDB and the
CRA (Comtingeney Reserve Armngement) Bedjing hos developed operate with a global focos.
While the NDB finances sustainabie development projects across Eorasia. the CRA s deslgned
2 2 safety net to help member stites weather tirough foture finaocial ‘crises, with 3 huge
wimownt of Initial capitsl of S100 billion each for the twi Institutions Ming L siates thit what
tratrspired with the two finhoia] institutions wais tiun the NDB emerired ds 8 countermensire o
the World Bank anid the CRA a3 2 commterweight o the IMF. The BRICS s however: more or
tess viewed g "China show” since Ching is the largest BRICS cconomy and abswo the principal
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fund conpibutor 1o both BRICS ingrumente There (s alwn lock of inr-BRICS unity anid
cohesion o demimstrardd by Thdis ~ Chifin bittet rivaley spurked by thoir récent bisdet’ clashos,

33 The Cludlenge of China s Developtient Modil

The mosde] of development China i piesuing poses the secomd most powerful challenge o the
LS, 'In contrast 1o the Westem neoliberal model of development, dnven by individunt
entrepreneinhips, the Chinese model b a mistore of neoliberal wnets of murket economy ant
socialistic stte contrel over domestic prodisction, marketing and distribution swhfeme That
metne the Chinese povernmont éxtermally participates in the US-diimlnated globil free trade
yatam but prefem (o retain the right to contrml and guide the domestic ceanvny. Scholars often
rofer 1o theChinese made! as a -sinte-directed” form of u:n.p-imljsm"ur simply “Sing-capitalism’. I
In the Chinese system. o capitalisi, class han emerged over the pasi years bul vhis class 1
organized and supervised by the Chinese Commumist Party. The communist party elites
emhrace liberalizutiom andd privatizsthm policles 1o facilitate China's Intermationalization wiille
maintaining a distinet Chinese charcter of development, what is referred o as the “stae-
society model”, Nong Jde Oraaft and Bastinin vian s'lpuldmm*::m-:n:l;hm that Chinn's distlnctive
“sthe<ockety midlel™ 15 fandasimenially differeit fmm that of 'the 118" fdividunlsicin et
development mode] und speats of o different divection in Badjing's selations o & changing
worlid. H 15 this “sate-society model” tmt lameely defines and directs China’s extaroal economic
nelntions, credic polivies, ald and assistance programs for forgign coumines.

Traditlonally, the Western moided of extermil ecomomic ald and credit couperation has tinsched a
series of political and economic Strings, Ald and loan conditions kave ofter included the
reciplent smies’ promiags to' libernllize the divmestic economy, improve hwman rphts. réconds,
imrodice domocritic miormis oic. - what were Interprited ab atteospts (o export Western valoes

1o the nen-West. The cangitionatiny provisions heeame mare snngent after the end of e oola:
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war, with the dissalution of the Soviet Union in 1981 The Chinese model, in a contriisting way,
has b different package of valles with litde |dealogical siridgs attsched o its shd ohd loans.
Consguently. Hetjing has Becotie the patron ol cholce for states that are denied. aécesi o
Westeme hinks and finsncial instimtons Many states prefer Chinese aid and losns 1o pvord
undise Western or LS pressures, by resull bemng thay Chinn has emerged as an aligmative soume
of finance,

China’s stwture ih the ukd snd loan domain immensely grew in the witke of the 2008 plobal
financial meidown Many Asian and African countiies approached Chipn for logne and
emerency funlding. which wisk not easlly gvulloble from the US where the meltdown sturted first
il el tellling elfect oo s n:wmy:'"l'm: Chinese binks ond fimmcial corporations extended
over 373 hillion in lonns w Eurnsinn and Lutin American eommntries 1w survive thEJi'p';ﬂeiEﬂeﬂr;l
of the global recession. Additionally, betwesn 2000 and 2014 Chipa offered foretgn countnies aid
and assistance totaiing 5334 hillion (the comesponding US amoumnt was §395 billion in the same
pr‘tmlr Ching has since syrpassed the US. especiully after the BRI was formilly instituted in
2007, A recem Harvard Business Review repon reveals that China's sl direct loans sind trude
¢redies 1 130 counirles ooross different continems presently stingd ot 815 trillion. oh amount tha
surpisses the combined loans and sssistance of the World Bank. the TMF or the OECD
(rganization for kcovomic Cooperation  und E!.:ﬁ'-:'_l{}pme'rtlr'c{:rmuﬁﬁ This sk reality
apparently provides less optimism for America’s hnpe to compete with or limin Chna's influence
inthe future, elther in officid loans, trade credits op development assistance.

33 The Scienific and Technological Challenge

A Fidree competition from China s also visible on'the sclentifle and lechnological tufs. For lonp
the US hits beéen n domioont sclentific and technologicnl feader. enjovinz clear competitive
edges. Now Ching ix on the hvizen: i mterner and sdvanced mohile company Hunwed fins
emerzed as a global leader challenging Amenca’s Apple Inc. Huawei's 5G intemet technplogy is
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assiimed to have caned serious concem in the US promipting the former Trump atministmtion
i pectse the company of —z:-fpiuimg_\t: wnd security thredre, which can' be nterpivied as Amrica’s
anempts (o e Ching s onward technolagioal manch.

Om the surfuce, Americh's mude war with Chinn: underseored. the: Tromp  administration’s
com:eras about widening tmds imbalances with Clana but it is more refleetive of the U8 fear o
technoiogically tose omt o China in the global econgmy, the fear about China's industrial and
technologicul capacities to glilekly reduce tise power gap with the US. Between 2013 and 2017
b ten US tech firmes (Apple. Amazan, Cisco, Facchook, HIY, Goozle JBM, Intel, Mizronoft, and
Oracle) ddtiell 8.1 pervent of all profies siphoned by all publicly lised US fitms, In June 2019,
five U7S wech firmis — Apple. Ammmzon. Facebook. Google. and Netflix sceotntind for 155 pereent
marker cnpitalization on the S&P 500 firms Bm biz Chinese-teach companics -~ Huawei.
Onellus, ByteDarce, Xuwomi, Alibsha Comp, 1D.com, Baidy inc,, Tencen) Holdings, and: Cippo
are capiuring moarkets worldwide and threatening the hish margin of profits of the US mch
siints. A Reuters swory repotts that & hunch of hig Chinese tech firms ~ Alibaba Corp, Baldu
Tnc, IO, conm und Tencent Holdings hadl a 50 percent inctease In'their nes incomes in 218, which
<lIl 1 fust 9 Fércent i 2019 dud to o shaky lobial markets snd supply chibns olled by the trade
wiir: Behil the rise of Chiisese fech companies. howevdl. e big facilitdting factor is stite
fingncial soppore. In 2008 olone the govarmmemt dishursed o record US 822 hiilion o Histed
domesie Chinese compantes 1o fuel wehnology msearch and iE"-'E-i.‘jﬂ.‘l[IlIEl‘lL“ln May 220 Chinn
annpunced a massive investment plan of 514 trllion spanning a period of six years to mil out
S0 wireless metwork apeatheaded by Huawel, develop new amificial imelligence and athee
plitform m:h_mﬂug_wfﬂmh’ policies may have cast a negative shadow on the US, whilt was a
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reasan behind the Trump adminkstoaton’s decision w impose 2 han on Hobwel, WeChar antd
TikTok

Chind’s chillenzos ire dliy strong in microblozging website development fior socinl Imtemactions.
China’s ‘Sine Weibio" affectively rivals the US Twitter; the massaging app “WelTmt fusctions
fike the Facebook “Messenger’, anid the Hvestreaming sz “Douyin® 1s a5 popular inside amd
outside €hina as the American Instasram,

In sciemific research and advancements; China's recent progress Is 4lso astonishing. The Chinese
scientiaty have sadted dominating the frontiens of sclentfic reseurch i many arcas and
effectively competing apainst thelr Amédicon péers. Some examples of China's Impressive
scientific dehivvements “:'H-l suffice. Chimil overtook thie US in andtechiology h 2009 with new
breakthmuphs I die wreas of carbop-caprure techmnlogios: wolor - eleoiricily EenerniEomn.
proclicnion of electne cars and nanomptenipts-imepired hatienies e Baijing has emerged ax o
stnmeg  cpmpetitor n arificial miclligence ood . dmope techoology  wirth  imnspoit and
ampibios dnwes. In aperatian. i software Indisiry, it s 3 keading plomeer with the lwgest
bntemiet amd mohife phone users and the largest e-commesce markat In the worl Ching also
prides In supercomputise cupubilites with soing ol the sorld®s inodt poweriul saperdomphilers in
pissessiion. amd Is making fast progeess e semiconductor productivin. By carly 2018 the LIS
Nationul Scicoce Frondation declured that Crona-had overtakien the 1S in seientific publications.
A more recem stody by Jupan’s Natonat Institste of Soience and- Technolopy Policy finds tha
Chinn hos become the mimber one country in the world in torms of highly cited natoml science
papers. OF the top 10° popers i the mutyral aclences published between 2017 and 2019, China's

w

sontributhon wad 24 8% while the US acooumed for 29 915

34 The hpacr of the Pitndomic on Ching s Challenges o the US
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The disgussion on Ching’s institwtional, developmental and techoologival challenges hegs a
setiius guestion bere: Has the COVID-19 paidemic changed the nature o inlensifled the impeict
of IChinn"s challenites to LIS giobul Tdadership? Lookina from the economic frant. the' pindermic
in nddifing naw constrsints to US" glokal lesdership: Underbud conseguences of the pondemic, the
LIS economy was projected 1o contract by 6 to 14 percent in H2), with the neponat debi o GDP
Tatio rising w HNY per cont A latest LS government estimate, however, reports that in veal GOP
terms the ecomomy decremsad hy 335 per cem In 2020, The INME profectad 8.3 | per cent real GDIP
srowth rate for 2021, a growth nite that welild not be sufficlent for the US 1o make up the lnses
for 2020, This weak ecobomic condition has the potential o hameming post-pandemic recovery
Fercine more spefdine in the socldl and economic sectotns with implications for Amotica’s
globa! politdcnl and security commirments A docrease in Americn’s ziokal commitments is vied
& corresponding declime m bs global leadership rote. In contrast. China was the only large
eomammy o achieve positive ccomomie growth in 2020, after rebomnding from COVID-19
lischdowms. China's GOP expanded by 2.3 per cent in 2020 disproving the IMF fonecast of 19
per cont, The IMF's 2424 GDP growth rte projection for Chiita was 8. | per cehil, a projection
that promised China 0 guickly rediee the wellth gop with thi: US and firther nceelerate or
sharpen its institutioml. developmentil and technological rivalry with Wikhington. Thi imjicts
of the rivalry are likely to be miore visible sod fel on along werm ruther thon g shocrterm hasis
Additionzlly, China’s institumons! sei-up chatlenges the US-led global institenons (Worlid Bank
and the IMF) in, at least, two different ways. Ficstly, contmry (o World Bank and IMF standards.
the China-led Instititlons provide “goivk amd easy infrasmuctute pa_ckngﬂ"‘ to herrowing
coumeries. The AlIB, the NDB or the BRI, unfike thelr Western counterpins, gnore
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envirnmantal epnsdéquences of bir develppment projects, el social impacts of the projecre are
F1ET nnr:g]m‘in:d.dﬂfcuml.l}", couitrles that borrow frinm Chins Jed Inseitathions sic diversifyinze anid
teducing theéir maditonal dependence oit thie US-led institutions. This has the implcationd thac in
thi: pewi=pandemic context, move and more bormowers may mm o Ching insteld of e West in
geperat and the US in particutar

4. US Respunses to China’s Chullenges

Thith the UFS tilkes China's unfolding and real chullenies compininded by the COVID- 19 fallout,
viry serloukly is no exapperation. The fear in Washington, If Trump®s tudie war, which President
Joe Biden inténds (o plursite s well. seads out any signal gt all. 1s thit Chinn imay spob disploce
the LIS s the-warld"s wop economic superpower: Naurtly, o chonge:in US' umdiviomal China
pobicy was dictated by some sense of wigency. Traditionatly, the 1S policy towards China has
centered round a few belicks and gnnl: ‘ Firstly, the policy mokers in Washington boped tha
China wouthd 2o demosratic as its ecomomy grew. This helief, realisthe ar not. bmd 15 base in the
soonomic growih and subsequent demicratie progiess in wome allled Asian coumtries,
particulirly’ Japan, South Koren wnd Talwan Secondly, the US alse Belleved thal Chinii. once
imegriited into the liberal wiorld order. would comply with the geaeral’ liberal ecobiwwic’ mnd
potitical norms aml rufes moking it deferental to US fesdership and stratezic interests: Hoth
belicfs have proved a chimers howover. China hawks i Washington have in recent vears
comcludad that the US° Chinn strategy was g wiome strategy. groundsd (n wiong propositions.
Belling s super economic performance it} it jush it on the ol 1o democrpcy: nelther his it
Enlegration into the libersl world 1rade order made It a compliant actor to US sprategic Interests,

It i< important to note how the China' facedr in LIS forgign pislicy Bas progiesded from g linear
normalized rolutlonship 1o heizhicned lensions and trude warss The Geéorge W. Bush
administration: for sxample. hud porsued o cold Ching policy mesr vividly sxpresed in the
Sino-U1S spy plane standoff of April 2001, byl then recognized Ching as pn emerging power anid
cxpecizd it to serve as a “responsible stakeholder™ m global [lntil;it:'i.-: It was during the tenire of
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the Buch wlministeation that Chinn. afier being admitted to tle WTO in 2001, emerged o the
lrgest hinlder of US debes - aroimd 3600 billion by September 2008 The Barack Obamo
nifmrntstration shifted the gedr 1o countering Chind'In' the Asia Pacific mgh'n;.l President Obarmn'<
“Asinpivet’ policy seught to contmn Chins’s Tising ceonomic, nutitars and diplomatic elomt by
copiluding economme pacts thay excluded Chine His adoimstmnon sunched the maliinatonal
free trade agreement - the Trans-Pacific Pamnership in Febronry 2806 to ¢ircumvent China’s
trpcke influenie but the US Congress nover ratificd the agreement. In June 201 3, President Ohama
helid the Sunpyiends summit (in Eaillirﬂ_;i:': with the new Chipese Prosiident Xin Jipping but
muor' differendés over eyberatticks, South Chino Sey. allegeld ctrrency minipulution by Beijiag
nd | US arms sules to Trdwan blocked improvemints in US. Chind bilateral telathons. |
Under Prexident Trump US - Chino relutions reached atmose o breaking point., chamoerized by an
gscabating wade wor and the rhetoncal mweets over the COVID Y pandemic. (o the stmizeic
fropt. the Trump adminiseratiom cleorly labelled €hima o “strademic competitor” os well as a
“revistomibt power thit seeks to eject the US out of Asda, and shunmad the uaditionul “enpnze
but badgs’ policy in favor of 4 ‘compete, counter anid contain’ .qr.u;gu'-"fml_: bans om Ching and
sunctions on Chingse high tech fiims were 'coméclous  policy ¢holces Informed by this new
sHTEtegy.

Trump's trade wor o ether irvitnne in Crone- LS relations perhopws indicate the “darkes) chiper
yet© in Washinmon - Hejjing rdminn::j :ﬂ're cofe issEE v no douhy China's. economic cxpansion;
apily mirnored by the oross-cnminent infrastrpctore development fupding wnder the BRI program)
ated growing soltmes of loms and sssistance 1o the developing counmies. The BRI Wik Lagmehetd
8t a time when Ching was shifting to and implamenting s bigh-pile plae “Mude in China
2025 This plan, originally launchied in 20015 anil updited In carly 2018, alms of fastering on
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inward dynamicsled ecomomic govath motlel thot relles more on inpovmioes, high guplit
stvices and private consumpilions to avold getting cought In o ‘middle Income wap’ (4 trip
when countries experience diminishing economilc growth fler achieving a certuin growth leval)
China s coom Yy wis siowing trends owand the “middleinoome tmp” as s growih e lowed
e 0.6 percent i 2018 from o high growth e of 142 peresor m JNT. The IMF projeceed that
Chipa™s arowth mte would forther stide down to just §.3 percent by 2024, The “Made In China’
plun Is premised oo o serfes of mmsformational policiss 1 make China 3 world mumuficturing
superpower by 2049 reducing dependence on forcign technolegics and boouing up innovations
I ley Indistrigl areas, most imparantly (elecommunications, ruilway, electrical eguipimei
energy vehicles robotics. high-end sutomition. setospace techinolivsy ete. A parallel example to
Germmny's “hndostry 407 imitintive, China’s ptsn seeks 1o moke @ shift from high refioee on
fixed investmepts and exports o innovations-hasad: high-wech mnnufdrmring.ﬂjmpemlfﬂnﬁx [}
compete with, and possibly outperform, other advanced Industrial powers

Thie LS b8 partlculardy cincemed about China's high-tech manufacuring plan “Made in China
2025 and <lews I as & cecurity threat. US business leaders amd policy -makiers complaln, that
Chitin will increissisely rely o heft of fmtidllectunl property rights, cxber csplinaie. forcel
transfer of fireizn Weehmologies W Chibese firvis. povermment subsidies to local indusiries.
closing the Chinese markets 1o forgign businessies ami o .. Trump's policy chokee:of a e
war with Chinn was substaiially condinoned by these concems 0 counter Betjing’s ambitions
10 euthid the LIS in econnmic performance and technnlogical sophistications. But experts warmed
that Trump was unlikedy o win the radd war slimply becisse US Ching trasde ks not & one-way
bt i two-way track, The US econemy will be equally hurt, as trade s never a 26m sum game.
Wht 1 more, the high tfiffs Tramp slumped on imipoctd from Chinn would be: pabil ot by thé
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Chingse government but American consumers who check ot for cheap Chipese products in
everydiy shopping™

5. Chima's Limitations

Chint hits appurently the cconimmic capubilities v také o Wad role on the albbal st Ti's
perceptions of onfeir peatment in the US-domingted world order and rhe shift in Chinese foreign
policy wnder President Xi linping renders support to this proposicon;, As bricfly touched ahowe,
China fms a fechle volee In the global esanomic decldon-making processes, particalarly af the
Waorkd Bank and the IMF, sind has reasons 10 enbance its decislon making poses and Influence in
propartion w0 (6 srowing econdinic clint which the US deems a2 threat. There | o inpr-
Commundst Paity consgraus in Ching that [ should go fof o proactive role ln relations w the
external world” and President Xi Jinping stands ready tot only (0 axstme 4 prisminent robe bin
also to Gl incthe void deft by the US Ax the 2017 World Econoimic Fomm in Bavis: he declored
that Chinn wonld fead the globatizaton process should President Tramp back away. President Xi
wins fesponding 1o than presidentelest Domald Tromp's threats of trade wars with China angd
Ltp:,m{l The Chinese Presidem made similar declinaions after Tramp hail gquit the 215 Parls
Agrecment on climate change i June 2017, Chinu's sssuming of 3 consplesous mole in glishal
uffaire Is indeed strongly hackdd ‘ap by lis economic and wechrological rise 45 well os s
Trstkurional Initiarives.

Recognizaply, the imcreasing Chinese scrivivm ar the global lovel witsessed o comresponding
degling wn US mubtilaeraiism, espenatly wmlzr President Tremp. President Trmnp pulled the US
out of the 2113 mictear deal with Imn, the UN Homan Rights Counctl, the UN Educatjonal,
Sulentific and Colwral Organtzation (UNESCO), the Asla Pacific Pannenhip, and two sirms
contrnl trestied with Ringin. Toump's withdewal from slobnl treptles ool seconds ean be
Interpicted as o sign of America’s Inability or witwillingness 1w lead the world Viewed in a long
teem perspictive. the dechining teémd in US leddership bs an outedme of o sléw of ceonomic.
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potitical. ond. soategic factors that were i the muking For numy. vears; it did oot sign: with (e
Tramp admintstration pbmaptly, After the Second World War, Amancn’s economic prowess wik
ynmutched with 3 commanding. 50 per cent shnre of global GDP, the woeld's Liugew foreign
currency reserves and this dollar as an excluvive resenve anteney wsed througha the world. B
there was o poticedble downtun: in Wohington's economic soprentacy by the time the global
coonamic recessivon broke out in 200 Unable to supply. the plobal financinl (nstinidons ani
banks with the nequired Finnnee (o finction smoothly, the U8 mostly left/ the msk of global
ecomomic recovery W Ching, & coontry that did the “heavy lifting to support glohal growth.
There is a similar retregression i global pubite scceptance of Washingion's motives 1o bold the
post-war (o post- 19453 liberal world order. Leading Americon Tiherl sehilars .'h.g-r-: paticatly
argied 1hat the US-led liberal world veder has been a rules based oeder. Bot, In practice, the US.
led crder has heen neither completely liberal nor pederly thi mich, more so hoopse 1t s lagecly
hdergindod by military violence and greatly sustained by US-chiftiod miliity allimices. This is
the cone despite some major contributions ol the US-led post- 19345 world ondar: some séven
docades of cold peace (generntesd by the U5 - USSR cold war) ie the wirlil. ogeneral decrense in
viplenl deathy and aon B-foid increase in workd GD!‘:.‘I‘mm:rqﬂ Georze: W. Baph's iileesl
invasion of Trog in XW3 tore up the Jegitimacy framework of the UN ~ a major pillar of the pest-
war weeld order, Washingtin®s long compethion against the mvw.defunet Sovier Union during
the cold'war period, the Viemam Waor of the carly 1970 and the Korean War of (95053 were
all Justified 0 the nume of piotecting the Uberal world order, In reblity, the LIS wars against
othet' matdoni tid the grand milithry strstoolien. were tednt 1o protect its wlobal imteriste o have
gunrnnieed scvess to mw mnterinks and resoarces soross the Global Spod(Middle Eostern ail)
for example), and o safeguard Hs milimry and commercizl intoresis.
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Lautely, roohies in the LS domestic order bove added more consprints 1w US abifity w0 lead the
world. The US 1= pi war with isself, demonsirated By the killing: of @ unarmed: Black man
Georze Flovd in Mimneapailis by a white policeman an May 25, 2070, s incident that triggercd
massive protests and violenie avrmss the LS, with repercussinns woeldwide. Richard Hiass refens
tiv the persisting social dnd' political divides, pervdbive gun vinjence, the fiw of copmmic
Intqualives, and financll mismanorement cotlesting linmo the 208 glohal recession us factors
dffecting global neceprability of the 1S democratic madel. Prexident Tiump's controvessial role
in inter-ruce-melations und the incompeience: of lis government @ respond to the COVID |9
pangemmic domesically as well as glohatly pashed Washington”s friends and atlics away, Eqgaally
noticeahle was his administation”s largely negative stances op- envimonment and ¢limate chanze
as well s glohal bealth and safety bsswes. All these added some vigor 1o Nourie! Roubini's
arsument thitt the influence of the US s o wiperpower has béen declining fir o while, especially
econdmically, but slso politeally ™

Logically speaking then. the LIS décling in-zlobal leadeeship brightens Ching's prospeets to take
over. Heijing's sty aw the second-largest ecanomy i the-world (in terms of GDPY its notwork
of financial instittions and megn cross-continent develppmest pojects, increasing financial
contributions 0 and growing statore in mulhifateral organizations indicare that China has
enomionis potaiitial i lend the weeld and may be preparing 1o b back US slobal mle. In
particular, Heijing’s BRI megnproject mpy yleld pinitive results W achieve thin goul,
Notlceahly. on the diplombtic front, CHIns fatetintional shtaie has onsiderably inerensed In
the past decade or so. Currently. China pavs 12 per cemt of the UN budpet snrmually campared w0
just oneoper cent paid i 2000 amd o= diplomms besded: four of e UN"s 13 speciatized
agencien in 202, while Amencan diplomas headed jusi e Despiie hage poenial, the g
guestion: is: Cim China totally replace the U'S in global politics? It is tmpormont o note that
replacement of the US imvolves hizh risks and huge obligations for Ching There are risks of
detting sudked into
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unpeoessary amf costly conflicns scrose the globe. with the big obligytioms 1 shomddar
responsihilities to tund amd run plobat instiunons, openiag up Chmp ax & workd center of wode;
commerce ani markes o ather entiiities, and to hive 3 cosmopolitan outlook w embrace
peaples aml eultures from the woeld over, Thene are uleo complex guestions of how all ober
states wionld readitisg 10 a China-dominated international oeler.
More spedifically, 'a scrutiny of China's clifrent status | falls short of médtibe soine crucial
elemints of global Iil:ﬂdu:ﬂiiiip In the post-war comtexy the US grodually boilt op thie
infmstructurn] ehements of global leudership based on g combimation of fowr sipnificant elements
wealth and: power, provisions of giobal public goods (2loba! secumity commitments, use of the
dollar a5 the world's most powerful neserve cunrency et ), legitimacy fiowing omt of domestic
democsutic govenance systern, and. ahove all, the willingness 1o lid the ikl Baiske pHE RIS,
visions und tenets of the pest-wiir ealer were even degiared before the Second Widd War ended.
The Atlantic Charter. cofitiining o politicdl and ¢conomic blueprint for the post-war internationg]
svatem. way proclaimed in August 19412 the Bretton Woids Conference started In/July 1932 to
design the menetory nngd financiad architecune: of rhe-post-war world, Grear succowses wore
achieved
Chipa appears to meet someé hut nof, all of the infrastrocrural elements for giohal leadership, Its
bmpressive economie and techmologteal sehievemants have put It In-a commenidable position of
power anud wiealth, coupled with un apparent willingness to lead the world afier the US. Beljing’™s
network of finonclal instinitions Is making o dent in the slobal elonomy but s prevalent
shortcomings in the dreds of governance legitimacy. military power and allisnee netwolks ane
vk obsteles o defimd and. promote i lead giobal role. The Chinese political oder & oo
democmnic, will nelected communigt pany offioals ot the op of swie power and no
appreciphie records of human, rights Peoples ground the world highly aspire for demoecrmaric
values apd human rights and the Chinese mude! of givernance may nmke Jess appeal o them.
Neither hos China's economic beom produced a politien! bluepring, in the example of the
Atlantic Churter, 1o provide sliernative sets of values ond ‘principles, thouph the BRI comes
chmer 1o project I ecaomic vision of the wordd. Ching also lochs o metwork  of imilitory

allinnces: hordky hes i any commined milinary allics (excep possibly North Kores ) compared m
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the fust growing network of economic allies under the BRI Addinonatly, Ching is confroned
with # lieamy of fault lines - the prablems of Taiwan, Hong Kong and Xinjiang and the hostle
relutiemships with the neizhboring counrries, siich ss, Indis in South Asta and Japan in East Asla
Each of these problems looms lage o dangerous limdmines whick Chini's opponents are
exploiting to keep Belling divwn in global politice. What | mare threatening w Ching iy the LS.
lied Critindri liteesl Secutity Dialivpue. or simply the Quod | Orizinally laimehod i 2007 but revived
dfter o ten vears hiates in 2017, the Quad (consisting of Australin, Indis, Japan. sml the US) s an
informnl anti-Chins -aaval bloc that secks o comtain China!s naval might by chnlleaging its
sovereienty claim over the Sosth China Sea and vhreaening vis accoss 1o e high seas.

What lopks more pobable (s that China can siphon off more benefits while remaining o part of
thi U5 created post-war world onfer This Ls 2 fact that China is the <ccomd-most beneficiary of
the post-war pelitical and economic ooder after the US; jis super econpmic purformatices were
passible hecawse of (mhitdered purticipation In the open Intetnational financlsl ahd toding
svatems nitdr 1979 and i ddmiesion w0 the UN in 1971 10 Took dftet-lis natiosal inberosts, Az i
major stnkeholder. Ching hasvevery reason: 1o defend: ond preverve: e posi-warwirld econmmic
amd feade order. Chira hopes 1o emarge as e worlkd s mp ecopomic power in the next few years
and its continued paricipation i the post-war onder promisss it 1o achicve that stams. Onee it
mcuiples the workd's wp econemie power stanr, Beljing will defimitely seek o enbnice |5
power und influcnce by rechaping the liberal glohal palitical and economic institutions 1o siit lts
owii Interests_ o8 the LIS had done In thié last <ix to seven deeades since the'end of Wotld War 11
President X1 Hinping™s call for o new type of @eat pawer relutions” with' the (U8 perfectly fis
tiis argmment Chiginaily promused by Presidom X7 in 3004, thix concepr. whnt some. schnlirs
sop as 3 murky idea hcking any concrei rfummngﬁ:lrtm on & sefien of jmporant poiats o
reshape Sino- LS relptions - o) avoidance of conflicrs through dinfogoes; by mutual regoznition
il el respects for each other’s care Interess; amd ) & shift from o zero.sum o pesitive-suin
zamie through cconamic r.'m1';|u'1;|.'_mmlli.J The three polnts, in rendity, reveal Ching” < intemions o
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ensure & faverable envirconment o enshle Ching's pescetul development and o clsim the wp
pesition in the globzl ceonomy amd palitics,

6. Conclusion:

This article, in the Backdrop of the ombredk und consequences of the COVID: 19 pundemic, hok
examined the noore and impact of China's challenpes (o LIS zlobal leadership: 1t evohlishes the
point thy China' s chullenges w US leadership role sre o) amd thrpanm w dispiace the 115 ax the
postwar ghobal lesder. The pandemiz has bolstered China’s position in the global omder, amd
wenkened that of the US, i four different areas: ) €hima”s relative econnmic rebommd versus
LiS" weak econnmic trends: bi the sechnoligical advances China has made in the past yeurs amd
by pradupdly catching up with the US: o UST “walk away” fromn midlilaters| institmions under
former Mresidedt Tromp dnd Ching's willingness to fL i the gups: ond d) Chilna’s meéga BR1
praject that diaws parinies from scross the globe and expunds Chind’s sphiere of inflsetce. Thic
COVID: 18 puniemic did wol precipitate e four uerors or aress b is smply working in fovor
of Chinn's aspimbpns for globa! leadersip: The inspmtional, developmental and technological
chaftenges China wos mounting gp predate the COVID-19 pandsmic: 5o If the case with
Trump's withdrawal from global and reglona) multiluteral Inaitutions, excep the trude B 1o
contain China. President Joe Biden went the élection with the promise to revitalize the American
society and econoimy to lead the world but the way shead seems Tull of incenainties. It will take
e for the president o rebulld st despite bin 20217 vlobal democrney suimmil (0 mvamp
demncrmtic idcals and values wwldwide. comert mizrnice and interreligipus Imbaiances i the
American seciciy, before b can embirk on 0 robust course 1o reciaim Amenca's global lesd mie
Extamally, in the foce of mowing Chinese ecomomic mfluence. restoring pre-Trump level ties
with the Eurepean snd Aslan allles remaiti a mach duunting task, I short, America sounds no
bonger exceptional and peer competitors like China are unlikely tn give dtiny casy pase =

CHink's rise snd chillenpes in foct sinmgly ndgaté B “Sobvol of American domindnée”
scholans” claim of guarmnteed American power am Jeadership mle in the global order. o ruther

Ti Feumrs Ui samID reslMELS esEessnip 20U Tt aoner inEonanze wond. I5 Novemnsr 2020

-l--— —_ - —_— —_—— —_— - — e T - =1
T & ra e 0= Bl o ene a3, L N . -
—lh‘lli'-l—l__l I-|.- h{ﬁ'—--‘-.rl-l-—xﬂﬁ—'h“ﬂ- st | 8|l e, l--lt' L = —, I I_:--dhl—- I —
L=t L ]

e i - g ; w1 -
e A e e R e -‘r.-:.._’_"_—:.:—_—._.'—_r.-.f{'."ﬂﬂ:_'"; ‘:;}E;gr'f.‘:s*._uﬁ !




)

finds support o the declings thesis of the- 19800 This amicle goes bevonid the thesis of relative
degling in American power i that it projects and-dissecrs » real case (nol simply reiative decling)
- the Chin chpllenge tr the US In the post-war wold eniler. China hus stczessfully erepted
st of the infrstuctind elements 1o rival the US, primarily the fnstitinional, sechnilogieal and
developmental elementy, in the poat yeirs belore and during the opslaiight of the COVID- 19 bat
suffers shortweomings in the crucipl hregs of domiéstic governance model to g0 for o new wordd
order nltooether. -Ci'r_-in.u*s political snd culeral | limitations: not W spesk ol i military
wenknessen, will rather force or convinee it W operste within the fremework of the existng
world ondar white iking over the dominant role from Amrenica,



